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Welcome to the first viewing of our revamped newsletter.  We hope you enjoy the content.  If you have an article 
that you would like included in future volumes or simply want to relate a funny story or joke just send it to the Branch 
Secretary for moderation.  If you have an idea for a name let us know. 

On behalf of all members, we wish the following members a 
very Happy Birthday.  

September 
3rd September Wayne Dixon 

6th September Bruce Hurst 
12th September Lindsay Gordon 
21st September Ted Mildren 

October 
6th October Alan O’Connor 
12th October Brent Villiers 
21st October Chris Wootten 
29th October Gary Lane 

If we have missed anyone, please forgive us and have a 
Happy Birthday. 

Next Branch Meeting 

Sunday 13th October 2019 

1000 Hours 

Community Centre, 

RSL Retirement Village, 

Rowes Bay 
 

Next Social Event 

Sunday 20th October 2019 

Breakfast 

0830, Bushland Beach Tavern 
 

Branch Patron 
Air Commodore Tony Jones 

 
President 
Trevor Beams 
4 Pullen Court 
KIRWAN  QLD  4817 
Phone: 07-4773 4310 or 0455 940 615 
email: raafatvlbranchpres@gmail.com  
 
Vice President/Secretary 
Basil Nelson 
PO Box 4031 
KIRWAN  QLD  4817 
Phone: 07-4773 7175 or 0456 992 621 
email: raafatvlsectr@gmail.com  
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MEMBER PROFILE 

A new addition to our newsletter is the “Member Profile”. 

Learn some interesting facts about your friends with this 

insightful probe into a member’s life. 

Chris Wootten 

 

Where were you born? 
Brighton-Le-Sands, Sydney 
Where did you go to school? 
Narwee Boys High, Richmond High School 
NSW, Charles Darwin Uni NT 
What are your interests/hobbies? 
Gardening, Militaria, Legacy 
Do you have a favourite book/movie/song? 
Book: Wilbur Smith Novels  Movie: Dances 
with Wolves  Song:  Lady Kenny Rodgers 
When did you join the military? 
14Aug 85 Townsville 
Where was your favourite posting? 
Tindal (NT) 1994-2004 
What is on top of your bucket list? 
To do the Loop of Australia 
What do you like about Townsville? 
Everything, not to mention I know it like the 
back of my Hand 

 

 

SOCIAL 
FUNCTION 

The next social function for the Branch will be Breakfast at the Bushland Beach Tavern on Sunday, 20th 

October.  Doors open and the buffet breakfast commences at 0830 on Sunday.  Please let me know by 13th 

October (the day of our next Branch meeting) if you will be attending.   This function is open to members, 

families and friends. 

Branch Monthly Meeting Venue 

Our next meeting will be the last (for the foreseeable future) held at the RSL Retirement Village Community 

Centre at Rowes Bay.  President Trevor has been liaising with the Townsville RSL and they have agreed that 

we can resume our meetings in the RSL boardroom as of November. 

Unfortunately the RSL has not as yet come to a decision on the conduct of community raffles.  They anticipate 

that it won’t be until late December or early new year before they settle on a policy. 

 

Allied Health Treatment 
Overview The Department of Veterans' Affairs (DVA) 

wants its dental and allied health service arrangements to 
continue meeting the needs of veterans and their families. 
For this reason, DVA is making changes to strengthen the 
quality of allied health care.  From October 2019, this will 
include increasing general practitioner (GP) involvement in 
treatment. The aim is to make sure that clients get the 
clinically necessary allied health treatment that they need. 
As a DVA cardholder, your need for allied health care will 
be determined by your GP in consultation with you. The 
package of changes was announced in the 2018-19 Budget, 
and has four main elements that will be implemented in a 
phased approach 
 

Allied Health Treatment Cycle Arrangements 
Commencing on 1st October 2019 
The Government has decided that the treatment cycle 
changes to allied health referrals will now be introduced 
on 01OCT19.  The Government has recognised that DVA 
clients, allied health providers and general practitioners 
(GPs) need more support to ensure they understand and 
are able to manage the requirements of the treatment 
cycle. The new 01OCT19 start date will enable DVA to 
work closely with key stakeholders to address issues that 
have been identified in recent feedback.  DVA will provide 
detailed information on the treatment cycle 
arrangements before they start. 
 
From 01OCT19, referrals for DVA clients to allied health 
services will be valid for up to 12 sessions or a year, 
whichever ends first. 
(See our website for full details) 
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DATE CLAIMER 

Let’s Go Bowling 

Are you a keen bowler or just like 
having fun with friends?  Here is 
your chance to join a RAAFA 
Townsville All Star bowling team.  
We have been invited to 
participate in this 2019 Veterans 
Health Week initiative against 
other ESO teams.  There is no limit 
to the number of 4 person teams 
that we can register so get behind 
this and let’s swamp the others. 

If you would like to participate 
please contact the Secretary by 
11OCT19. 

Saturday 2nd November 
Midday-3.00pm, Kirwan Bowl 
 

History in the 

Townsville Area 

The latest wartime historical 
information involving the RAAF in 
the Townsville area produced by 
member Bruce is now posted on 
the website.  If you are unable to 
access it please let us know & we 
will get a hard copy to you. 

 

A SHORT STORY . . . . . 

Thank you to Pat Mildren for this gem - 

My crew (fire crew) were to earn the distinction of being on duty 
when an Ansett or Qantas, (I do not recall which airline it was) 
passenger plane, which had departed some time earlier, returned to 
Townsville after the company had received a bomb threat.  (The first 
ever for Townsville.) 

When the aircraft landed it was decided to park it on the compass 
swing area (between the threshold of Runway 01 and the current 5AVN) 

away from all buildings.  The fire vehicles were to follow it to 
dispersal and take up positions one on each wing and one at the tail 
with about 50 metres clearance. 

Buses were bought in and positioned approximately 100 metres to 
the front.  When the passengers were unloaded, they were 
requested to proceed directly to the buses whilst a search of the 
aircraft took place.  All was going well with the passengers streaming 
across the tarmac to the buses when all of a sudden an aged lady 
broke ranks and headed straight to one of the Fire Vehicles which 
was under the control of my Corporal.  After some discussion and 
laughter the Corporal proceeded to escort this lady to the bus. 

Later when all was cleared I asked the Corporal what had occurred.  
He informed me that he had advised the lady of her requirement to 
move to the buses with the rest of the passengers to which she has 
replied. 

“Sonny, this is my very first aeroplane trip and I know 
                that I do not have a bomb and I know that you do 
                not have a bomb, but I do not know if any of the other 
                passengers have a bomb, so I will be safer with you.”   

After some assurance she agreed to return to the bus. 

.                                                                                                          . 

Transition Seminar 

For the second time this year the Townsville Branch of the 
Association participated in the Townsville Transition Seminar 
designed to offer a variety of information to those ADF Members 
tranisitioning from service life to life as a civilian. 

The stall was manned by Bas, Lindsay, Trevor & Ted 
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