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AIR FORCE ASSOCIATION – TOWNSVILLE BRANCH 
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Please let us know if you want to see something specific in this newsletter.  If you have a short story you’d like included or 
maybe even a joke or advertisement, send it to raafatvlsectr@gmail.com  

  This publication relies on you for its content   

On behalf of all members, we wish the following members a 
very Happy Birthday.  

February 
2nd February Tony Murray 9th February Michael Surman 
15th February Mel Dundas-Taylor 16th February Wayne McCarthy 
17th February Steve Cox 27th February Earle Murray 

March 
1st March Dave Cowie 6th March Paul Gebran 
8th March Colin Gardner 11th March Edward Preston 
15th March Peg Nash 16th March Ron Cooper 
16th March Michael Hartley 

If we have missed anyone, please forgive us and have a 
Happy Birthday. 

Next Branch Meeting 

Sunday March 2020 

1000 Hours 

RSL Villas, Rowes Bay 

followed by AGM 
 

Next Social Event 

Sunday 23rd February 2020 

Association 

CentenaryLuncheon 

1200, The Avenues Tavern 
 

Branch Patron 
Air Commodore Tony Jones 

 
President 
Trevor Beams 
4 Pullen Court 
KIRWAN  QLD  4817 
Phone: 07-4773 4310 or 0455 940 615 
email: raafatvlbranchpres@gmail.com  
 
Vice President/Secretary 
Basil Nelson 
PO Box 4031 
KIRWAN  QLD  4817 
Phone: 07-4773 7175 or 0456 992 621 
email: raafatvlsectr@gmail.com  
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MEMBER PROFILE 

Learn some interesting facts about your friends with this 

insightful probe into a member’s life. 

Doug Bower 

 

Where were you born? 
Ingham, QLD 
Where did you go to school? 
Hermit Park State School Townsville 
What are your interests/hobbies? 
Fishing /Golf, can’t do either 
Do you have a favourite book/movie/song? 
Anything by Wilber Smith, Shawshank 
Redemption, One Moment in Time 
When did you join the military? 
12th January 1959 
Where was your favourite posting? 
Over Seas, Ubon Thailand, Australia East Sale 
What is on top of your bucket list? 
Front row seats at a Lea Salonga, Dana 
Winner or Sissel concert. 
What do you like about Townsville? 
Its Home 

 

 

SOCIAL FUNCTION 

Check out our branch calendar and see what we have on the program for 2020.  Our first “planned 
function” is lunch at The Avenues Tavern on Kern Brothers Drive.  This luncheon coincideds with the RAAF 
Association’s 100th year.  As usual I need a good idea of numbers so that the booking can accommodate all 
family & friends who want to attend.  Please email whether you are coming or not to 
raafatvlsectr@gmail.com or call 0456 992 621 by Wednesday, 19th February. 

 

History in the Townsville Area 

The latest wartime historical information involving the RAAF in the Townsville area produced by member 
Bruce is now posted on the website.  If you are unable to access it please let us know & we will get a hard 
copy to you. 

 

A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE AIR FORCE 

ASSOCIATION 

(As we reach 100 years since formation here is a brief 
history of the how our Association was formed) 

Following the epoch-making first flight by Sir Ross and 
Sir Keith Smith and their crew from England to Australia 
on 10 December 1919, Mr H.V. Leckie, a former 
member of the Australian Flying Corps, then living in 
Melbourne, considered he and his fellow airmen 
should welcome the Smith Brothers in a fitting manner 
to recognise their achievements and to establish a 
lasting organisation to keep the ex-AFC members 
together. 

Accordingly, Mr Leckie placed an advertisement in the 
paper asking former members of the Australian Flying 
Corps interested in forming an association, to meet him 
outside St Paul's Cathedral at a nominated time. Many 
of his former comrades turned up, including Lieutenant 
Colonel Richard Williams who had been one of the first 
four Australians to fly military aircraft and had 
commanded No 1 Squadron, Australian Flying Corps, 
during World War I. He was to play an outstandingly 
important part in the subsequent history of the yet to 
be formed Royal Australian Air Force. 

As a result of this informal get-together, the AFC 
members entertained Sir Ross and Sir Keith Smith and 
their crew at an informal dinner 

(continued on next page) 

mailto:raafatvlsectr@gmail.com
http://www.raafatownsville.com/
mailto:raafatvlsectr@gmail.com


RAAFA Townsville raafatvlsectr@gmail.com Volume 20 No.1 
PO Box 4031, KIRWAN, QLD 4817 www.raafatownsville.com  Page 3 of 3 

DEFENCE WELCOME 
& INFORMATION EXPO 

On Saturday, 8th February, the Townsville Branch 
manned a stall in the Defence Welcome and 
Information Expo at the Townsville Stadium.  The 
stall was manned by Ted and Bas. 

 

With a large Defence population in our 
community, and the mobile nature of the military 
lifestyle, each year Townsville farewells and 
welcomes a large number of Defence members 
and their families.  The beginning of each year 
sees the largest number of new arrivals. 

To assist Defence members and their families on 
their arrival, the Defence Community 
Organisation conducts the Expo with an aim to 
provide an opportunity to showcase a range of 
organisations and services relevant to their 
engagement with the Townsville community.  
Defence members and their families already 
residing in Townsville are also encouraged to 
attend. 

There was a large crowd who attended the event 
and we had a good number of people who 
showed interest in what we had to offer.  We are 

hopeful that this 
could lead to some 
new members.  As 
well as potential 
new members 
there was certainly 
an opportunity to 
create more 

awareness of the Association’s existence. 

 

 

(continued from previous page) 

Following the dinner, attendees agreed to form the Australian Flying 
Corps Association in Victoria, which was established in 1921.  Similar 
Australian Flying Corps Associations were established over the 
following months in the other States. 

Throughout the subsequent inter-war years, the AFC Associations 
were linked with the aim of keeping the former members of the AFC 
together, through reunions and similar functions. In addition, the 
Associations assisted by raising funds to look after those of their 
members who needed assistance. 

As the AFC itself had been a relatively small organisation, the 
numbers in the AFC Associations were small. However, with the 
coming of World War II and the existence of very much larger air 
force than had existed in World War I, the Australian Flying Corps 
Associations in each State had to consider their future. Making the 
right decision, they opened the doors of the AFC Association to the 
thousands of young Australians who were now, literally, pouring into 
the Royal Australian Air Force. The title of the Association was 
changed to Air Force Association in 1943. With the vastly increased 
numbers who now belonged to the Association, its status grew 
substantially and it became quickly recognised as one of the major 
ex-servicemen's bodies in Australia 

Among the former members of the AFC were many whose names 
were significant in the aviation history of Australia. The most well 
known was Lieutenant Colonel Williams. He became the first Chief 
of Air Staff (CAS) of the Royal Australian Air Force, formed on 31 
March 1921, some months after the AFC Association was formed. He 
was CAS for seventeen years, rising to the rank of Air Marshal, the 
first member of the Royal Australian Air Force to do so. Air Marshal 
Sir Richard Williams long career as National President of the 
Association continued until 1966, when he became the Association's 
first President of Honour. 

The Air Force Association is a member of the World Veterans 
Federation and was the first Australian National Veteran's 
Organisation to join the Federation in 1954. 

Over the years the Association has grown to include 7 Divisions (Qld, 
NSW, ACT, Vic, Tas, SA, WA) with each division made up of numerous 
Branches identified in a variety of geographical locations. 

(Information sourced from the Air Force Association National website) 

_____________________________________________________ 

 

This year the Branch has committed to attending 3 Transition Seminars at the 
Entertainment Centre – 4th March, 29th July and 28th October.  Are you able to 
help? 

The day generally runs from 0800 to 1600.  To cover all contingencies it is 
preferable to man the stall with 2 people.  So, if you can help on any or all of those 
dates and you are willing to give 2 hours of your time to be at the desk, please 
email raafatvlsectr@gmail.com with your availability 
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