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F rom the Editor, 

 

At the moment Australia is having it’s “Anus Horribilis”. We have 
been subjected to bushfires, floods, drought, the Corona Virus 
and now  our fragile economy is being targeted by one of our 
largest export markets, China. 

Why has China decided to target our exports? Well, Australia 
had the temerity to ask for an investigation into the source of 
the Corona Virus. World opinion is that it originated from China 
via a laboratory or open animal market. Surprisingly, China is 
also targeting European countries and has an ongoing dispute 
with the USA concerning tariffs.  

It is apparent that China is alienating itself from the world. In the 
Asian region Japan, Taiwan, Hong Kong, Vietnam and Indonesia 
are concerned with China’s expansionist aspirations. 

Now back to the Australian economy. The Federal and State 
Governments are to be congratulated for the way they positively 
reacted to the Corona Virus by funding the unemployed and 
business. But that funding has created a future problem — re-
paying the loans for that funding. Obviously Industrial Relations 
and the Tax System need to be overhauled, as well as reviving 
the manufacturing industry. 

Will increasing the GST or re-introducing an Inheritance Tax be 
the solution? These are political taboos but remember GST is a 
user pay system and the Baby Boomers (56—76 years of age) 
hold the majority of wealth in Australia and are now getting 
close to their Twilight Years. All we can do is wait and see. 

Be happy and stay in good health 

The Ed 

THE FIRST APPLE 
 

A woman ran a red traffic light and crashed into a 
man's car. Both of their cars are demolished, but 
amazingly neither of them was hurt. 
 

After they crawled out of their cars, the woman said; "Wow, just 
look at our cars! There's nothing left, but fortunately we are 
unhurt. This must be a sign from God that we should meet and 
be friends and live together in peace for the rest of our days.” 
 
The man replied, "I agree with you completely. This must be a 
sign from God! 
 
The woman continued, "And look at this, here's another miracle. 
My car is completely demolished, but my bottle of 75 year old 
scotch didn't break. Surely God meant for us to drink this vintage 
delicacy and celebrate our good fortune." Then she handed the 
bottle to the man. The man nods his head in agreement, opened 
it, drank half the bottle and then handed it back to the woman. 
The woman took the bottle, immediately put the cap back on, 
and handed it back to the man. 

The man asks, "Aren't you having any?" 
 
She replies, "Nah. I think I'll just wait for the police." 
 
Some years ago Adam ate the apple. Men will never learn! 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

Dear Members, 

I trust this finds you coping as well as can be ex-
pected while we transit from the State being 
‘Confined to Barracks’ to some semblance of nor-
mality. It is reassuring to know our respective gov-

ernments can put aside their differences for the nation’s wellbe-
ing.  The Federal Government has been very generous in its social 
welfare payments, but there will be a heavy economic price to 
pay. In that light, our State Association was very supportive of the 
TPI Federation hibernating the campaign for an increase in the 
TPI pension. In our view, now is not the time for asking for more, 
instead Federation should be concentrating its efforts on keeping 
what we have. It should be remembered recent reviews (KPMG) 
indicated that TPIs do very well in comparison to other compen-
sation recipients, especially in taxation entitlements, and rocking 
the boat could well prove counterproductive.  

TPI Federation Issues 

Federation is in an ongoing dispute with Victoria over capitation 
fees, to the extent Victoria has threatened to leave the Federa-
tion.  Our Federation Queensland Directors spent many hours 
mediating in this dispute, in an attempt to resolve, what could be 
a serious blow to the Federation which relies on the ‘united 
voice’ of all states. Federation has done some great work for TPIs 
and these distractions are not in anyone’s best interests - so 
hopefully it will soon be resolved. I have also made it clear to 
Federation, if this dispute escalates, Queensland is not in favour 
of member’s funds being spent on legal fees.     

State Office Administration 

Our Secretary, Jeff Graham, is putting in a lot of time learning the 
ropes and is a welcome addition to the office along with our effi-
cient, and always pleasant Office Manager, Beryl.  It would now 
be beneficial, to augment our SMC with an ‘Assistant Secretary’. 
Ideally the position would suit a member (male or female) who 
resides in the Brisbane catchment area with the time and skills to 
assist with the State Office administration and state secretarial 
duties.  There is a lot to learn in the running a modern ESO and 
succession planning is critical to ensure all the hard work carried 
out by previous committees is not lost. In that regard, it would be 
ideal to have a post Vietnam era volunteer.  If interested, please 
contact me to discuss the role Email: president@qldtpi.org.au  
Don’t worry, you won’t be thrown in the deep end with full sup-
port always available.   

State Concessions Officer 

Our State Concessions Officer is Ron Marsh. Ron is an Administra-
tor on Facebook for Veteran Discount Sites and is an authority on 
concessions and DVA entitlements. Ron is working on updating 
our Concessions Booklet and the SMC is grateful for his assis-
tance.  If you have any inquiries on concessions, or DVA entitle-
ments in general, please contact Ron: via E mail: concession-
sofficer@qldtpi.org.au The only caveat is you must be a financial 
member of the Association.  

State Office Welfare 

The pillar of our Association’s existence is the welfare of our 
members and dependants.  To that end, State Office has two very 
active Welfare Officers previous State President Ken Savage and 

recently appointed Peter Broadbridge.  Ken and Peter regularly 
contact members to have a chat and pass feedback to SMC on 
welfare issues.  If you have any welfare concerns please contact 
welfare@qldtpi.org.au  Also, our Honorary Solicitor John Cock-
burn is readily available to offer advice on legal matters. John’s 
Email is john@cockburnlegal.com  

Social Centres 

New members are encouraged to join one of our 10 Social Cen-
tres located throughout the State and contact details are availa-
ble on our website. Centres offer camaraderie, social activities 
and welfare support. Our rules allows DVA Gold and White Card 
Holders to become Associate Members and some Centres utilise 
the skills of their Associates for the benefit of their Centre.  The 
State Office is also exploring the option of the establishment of 
new social centres. Looking at our membership base, there may 
be enough members in the (Gympie/South Burnett) (Hervey Bay) 
(Mackay) (Caboolture) areas to form or reactivate a centre should 
there be enough interest?  If you reside in those general areas 
and think you may be interested in becoming part of a new  or 
reactivated centre could you please Email State Secretary Jeff 
Graham at secretary@qldtpi.org.au and advise which location 
would be of interest. To form a centre at least 10 members are 
required.  

AVCAT Scholarships 

Our initial two bursary students are completing their tertiary 
studies and wrote to express their very sincere appreciation to 
our Association for the financial assistance. We look forward to 
continuing this support for dependants of TPI veterans through 
AVCAT.   

Private Hospital Veteran Liaison Officers (VLOs) 

An updated list of Queensland VLOs is now on our website. For 
those unfamiliar with the role, a VLO is required to be nominated 
by DVA contracted Private Hospitals as part of the contractural 
arrangements. The VLO is there to assist Veteran patients and act 
as conduit to the hospital and DVA on the veteran’s behalf. It is 
recommended you research who the VLO is, before admittance 
to hospital and utilise their services if hospital issues occur. 
Please also let State Office know if problems are ever encoun-
tered in contacting a VLO during a hospital confinement.   

War Widows Queensland 

Our Association is now working closely with War Widows. This 
informal collaboration is in its early stages but has already proved 
beneficial in information and resource sharing. Our TPI Associa-
tion members can join as War Widows as Associate Members and 
it is beneficial for spouses to be aware that War Widows is there 
to assist should they lose their spouse.  For information, War 
Widows have holiday units at Centrepoint Apartments Caloundra 
that can be utilised by our members. Here is the link:  http://
www.warwidowsqld.org.au/accommodation/holiday-units/    

In closing, I sincerely hope our next journal sees us out of the 
pandemic woods and back to enjoying our normal way of life 

Until then, keep well. 

Regards, 

Chris Richards 
State President 

mailto:president@qldtpi.org.au
mailto:welfare@qldtpi.org.au
mailto:john@cockburnlegal.com
mailto:secretary@qldtpi.org.au
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The Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF), formed in March 1921, is 
the aerial warfare branch of the Australian Defence Force (ADF). 
It operates the majority of the ADF's fixed wing aircraft, although 
both the Australian Army and Royal Australian Navy also operate 
aircraft in various roles. It directly continues the traditions of 
the Australian Flying Corps (AFC), formed on 22 October 1912. 
The RAAF provides support across a spectrum of operations such 
as air superiority, precision strikes, intelligence, surveillance and 
reconnaissance, air mobility, space surveillance, and humanitari-
an support. 

The RAAF took part in many of the 20th century's major conflicts. 
During the early years of the Second World War a number of 
RAAF bomber, fighter, reconnaissance and other squadrons 
served in Britain, and with the Desert Air Force located in North 
Africa and the Mediterranean. From 1942, many RAAF units were 
formed in Australia, and fought in South West Pacific Area. Thou-
sands of Australians also served with other Commonwealth air 
forces in Europe, including during the bomber offensive against 
Germany. By the time the war ended, a total of 216,900 men and 
women served in the RAAF, of whom 10,562 were killed in action.  

Later the RAAF served in the Berlin Airlift, Korean War, Malayan 
Emergency, Indonesia–Malaysia Confrontation and Vietnam War. 
More recently, the RAAF has participated in operations in East 
Timor, the Iraq War, the War in Afghanistan, and the military 
intervention against the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL). 

The RAAF has 259 aircraft, of which 110 are combat aircraft. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

A Royal Australian Air Force 737BBJ taxies at Sydney Airport 

 

HISTORY 

Formation, 1912 

The RAAF traces its history back to the Imperial Conference held 
in London in 1911, where it was decided aviation should be de-
veloped within the armed forces of the British Empire. Australia 
implemented this decision, the first dominion to do so, by             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

approving the establishment of the "Australian Aviation Corps". 
This initially consisted of the Central Flying School at Point Cook, 
Victoria, opening on 22 October 1912. By 1914 the corps was 
known as the "Australian Flying Corps". 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
A RAAF aircraft technician opening a panel of a Boeing E-7A  

Wedgetail 

 

First World War 

Soon after the outbreak of war in 1914, the Australian Flying 
Corps sent aircraft to assist in capturing German colonies in what 
is now north-east New Guinea. However, these colonies surren-
dered quickly, before the planes were even unpacked. The first 
operational flights did not occur until 27 May 1915, when 
the Mesopotamian Half Flight was called upon to assist the Indian 
Army in protecting British oil interests in what is now Iraq.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A4_9 Sopwith Pup 

The corps later saw action in Egypt, Palestine and on the Western 
Front throughout the remainder of the First World War. By the 
end of the war, four squadrons—Nos. 1, 2, 3 and 4—had seen 
operational service, while another four training squadrons—Nos. 
5, 6, 7 and 8—had also been established. A total of 460 officers 
and 2,234 other ranks served in the AFC, whilst another 200 men 
served as aircrew in the British flying services. Casualties included 
175 dead, 111 wounded, 6 gassed and 40 captured.  

History of the Royal Australian Air Force 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australian_Army
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australian_Flying_Corps
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Space_surveillance
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mediterranean
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Malayan_Emergency
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indonesia%E2%80%93Malaysia_Confrontation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Malayan_Emergency
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indonesia%E2%80%93Malaysia_Confrontation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Operation_Astute
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iraq_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Operation_Astute
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iraq_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/War_in_Afghanistan_(2001%E2%80%93present)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Operation_Astute
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American-led_intervention_in_Iraq_(2014%E2%80%93present)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Point_Cook,_Victoria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boeing_E-7A_Wedgetail
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boeing_E-7A_Wedgetail
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Guinea
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mesopotamian_Half_Flight
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Indian_Army
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Western_Front_(World_War_I)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/No._5_Squadron_RAAF
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/No._6_Squadron_RAAF
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/No._7_Squadron_RAAF
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/No._8_Squadron_RAAF
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Inter-war period 

The Australian Flying Corps remained part of the Australian Ar-
my until 1919, when it was disbanded along with the First Austral-
ian Imperial Force (AIF). Although the Central Flying School con-
tinued to operate at Point Cook, military flying virtually ceased 
until 1920, when the Australian Air Corps (AAC) was formed. The 
Australian Air Force was formed on 31 March 1921. King George 
V approved the prefix "Royal" in June 1921 and became effective 
on 31 August 1921. The RAAF then became the second Royal air 
arm to be formed in the British Commonwealth, following the 
British Royal Air Force. When formed the RAAF had more aircraft 
than personnel, with 21 officers and 128 other ranks and 153 air-
craft.  

Second World War 

Europe and the Mediterranean 

In September 1939, the Australian Air Board directly controlled 
the Air Force via RAAF Station Laverton, RAAF Station Rich-
mond, RAAF Station Pearce, No. 1 Flying Training School RAAF at 
Point Cook, RAAF Station Rathmines and five smaller units.  

In 1939, just after the outbreak of the Second World War, Austral-
ia joined the Empire Air Training Scheme, under which flight 
crews received basic training in Australia before travelling to Can-
ada for advanced training. A total of 17 RAAF bomber, fighter, 
reconnaissance and other squadrons served initially in Britain and 
with the Desert Air Force located in North Africa and 
the Mediterranean. Thousands of Australians also served with 
other Commonwealth air forces in Europe during the Second 
World War. About nine percent of the personnel who served un-
der British RAF commands in Europe and the Mediterranean were 
RAAF personnel.  

With British manufacturing targeted by the German Luftwaffe, in 
1941 the Australian government created the Department of Air-
craft Production (DAP; later known as the Government Aircraft 
Factories to supply Commonwealth air forces, and the RAAF was 
eventually provided with large numbers of locally built versions of 
British designs such as the DAP Beaufort torpedo bomber, Beau-
fighters and Mosquitos, as well as other types such as Wirraways, 
Boomerangs, and Mustangs.  

In the European theatre of the war, RAAF personnel were espe-
cially notable in RAF Bomber Command: although they represent-
ed just two percent of all Australian enlistments during the war, 
they accounted for almost twenty percent of those killed in ac-
tion. This statistic is further illustrated by the fact that No. 460 
Squadron RAAF, mostly flying Avro Lancasters, had an official es-
tablishment of about 200 aircrew and yet had 1,018 combat 
deaths. The squadron was therefore effectively wiped out five 
times over. Total RAAF casualties in Europe were 5,488 killed or 
missing.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Curtiss Kittyhawk Mk IA of 75th Squadron RAAF Pacific War 

 
 
The beginning of the Pacific War—and the rapid advance 
of Japanese forces—threatened the Australian mainland for the 
first time in its history.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

The Brewster F2A Buffalo participated in air campaigns 
over Malayan, Singapore and Dutch East Indies 

The RAAF was quite unprepared for the emergency, and initially 
had negligible forces available for service in the Pacific. In 1941 
and early 1942, many RAAF airmen, including Nos. 1, 
8, 21 and 453 Squadrons, saw action with the RAF Far East Com-
mand in the Malayan, Singapore and Dutch East Indies cam-
paigns. Equipped with aircraft such as the Brewster Buffalo, 
and Lockheed Hudsons, the Australian squadrons suffered heavily 
against Japanese Zeros.  

During the fighting for Rabaul in early 1942, No. 24 Squadron 
RAAF fought a brief, but ultimately futile defence as the Japanese 
advanced south towards Australia. The devastating air raids on 
Darwin on 19 February 1942 increased concerns about the direct 
threat facing Australia. In response, some RAAF squadrons were 
transferred from the northern hemisphere—although a substan-
tial number remained there until the end of the war. Shortages of 
fighter and ground attack planes led to the acquisition of US-
built Curtiss P-40 Kittyhawks and the rapid design and manufac-
ture of the first Australian fighter, the CAC Boomerang. RAAF 
Kittyhawks came to play a crucial role in the New Guin-
ea and Solomon Islands campaigns, especially in operations like 
the Battle of Milne Bay. As a response to a possible Japanese 
chemical warfare threat the RAAF imported hundreds of thou-
sands of chemical weapons into Australia.  

In the Battle of the Bismarck Sea, imported Bristol Beaufight-
ers proved to be highly effective ground attack and maritime 
strike aircraft. Beaufighters were later made locally by the DAP 
from 1944. Although it was much bigger than Japanese fighters, 
the Beaufighter had the speed to outrun them. The 
RAAF operated a number of Consolidated PBY Catalina as long 
range bombers and scouts. The RAAF's heavy bomber force was 
predominantly made up of 287 B-24 Liberators, equipping seven 
squadrons, which could bomb Japanese targets as far away 
as Borneo and the Philippines from airfields in Australia and New 
Guinea. By late 1945, the RAAF had received or ordered about 
500 P-51 Mustangs, for fighter/ground attack purposes. 
The Commonwealth Aircraft Corporation initially assembled US-
made Mustangs, but later manufactured most of those used.  
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By the time the war ended, a total of 216,900 men and women 
served in the RAAF, of whom 10,562 were killed in action; a total of 
76 squadrons were formed. With over 152,000 personnel oper-
ating nearly 6,000 aircraft it was the world's fourth largest air 
force.  

By mid-1945, the RAAF's main operational formation in the Pacific, 
the First Tactical Air Force (1st TAF), consisted of over 21,000 per-
sonnel, while the RAAF as a whole consisted of about 50 squadrons 
and 6,000 aircraft, of which over 3,000 were operational. The 1st 
TAF's final campaigns were fought in support of Australian ground 
forces in Borneo, but had the war continued some of its personnel 
and equipment would likely have been allocated to the invasion of 
the Japanese mainland, along with some of the RAAF bomber 
squadrons in Europe, which were to be grouped together with 
British and Canadian squadrons as part of the proposed Tiger 
Force. However, the war was brought to a sudden end by the 
US nuclear attacks on Japan. The RAAF's casualties in the Pacific 
were around 2,000 killed, wounded or captured.  

Service Since 1945 

During the Berlin Airlift, in 1948–49, the RAAF Squadron Berlin Air 
Lift aided the international effort to fly in supplies to the stricken 
city; two RAF Avro York aircraft were also crewed by RAAF person-
nel. Although a small part of the operation, the RAAF contribution 
was significant, flying 2,062 sorties and carrying 7,030 tons of 
freight and 6,964 passengers.  

In the Korean War, from 1950–53, North American Mustangs 
from No. 77 Squadron RAAF, stationed in Japan with the British 
Commonwealth Occupation Force, were among the first United 
Nations aircraft to be deployed, in ground support, combat air pa-
trol, and escort missions. When the UN planes were confronted by 
North Korean Mikoyan-Gurevich MiG-15 jet fighters, 77 Sqn ac-
quired Gloster Meteors, however the MiGs remained superior and 
the Meteors were relegated to ground support missions as the 
North Koreans gained experience. The air force also operated 
transport aircraft during the conflict. No. 77 Squadron flew 18,872 
sorties, claiming the destruction of 3,700 buildings, 1,408 vehicles, 
16 bridges, 98 railway carriages and an unknown number of enemy 
personnel. Three MiG-15s were confirmed destroyed, and two 
others probably destroyed. RAAF casualties included 41 killed and 
seven captured; 66 aircraft – 22 Mustangs and 44 Meteors – were 
lost.  

In July 1952, No. 78 Wing RAAF was deployed to Malta in the Med-
iterranean where it formed part of a British force which sought to 

counter the Soviet Union's influence in the Middle East as part of 
Australia's Cold War commitments. Consisting of No. 75 and 76 
Squadrons equipped with de Havilland Vampire jet fighters, the 
wing provided an air garrison for the island for the next two and 
half years, returning to Australia in late 1954.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gloster Meteor 

In 1953, a Royal Air Force officer, Air Marshal Sir Donald Hardman, 
was brought out to Australia to become Chief of the Air Staff. He 
reorganised the RAAF into three commands: Home Command 
Maintenance Command, and Training Command. Five years later, 
Home Command was renamed Operational Command, and Train-
ing Command and Maintenance Command were amalgamated to 
form Support Command.  

In the Malayan Emergency, from 1950–60, six Avro Lin-
colns from No. 1 Squadron RAAF and a flight of Douglas Dako-
tas from No. 38 Squadron RAAF took part in operations against the 
communist guerrillas (labelled as "Communist Terrorists" by the 
British authorities) as part of the RAF Far East Air Force. The Dako-
tas were used on cargo runs, in troop movement and in paratroop 
and leaflet drops within Malaya. The Lincolns, operating from ba-
ses in Singapore and from Kuala Lumpur, formed the backbone of 
the air war against the CTs, conducting bombing missions against 
their jungle bases. Although results were often difficult to assess, 
they allowed the government to harass CT forces, attack their base 
camps when identified and keep them on the move. Later, in 1958, 
Canberra bombers from No. 2 Squadron RAAF were deployed to 
Malaya and took part in bombing missions against the CTs. 

 

Avro Lincoln 

RAAF Lancaster bomber J for Jig 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australian_First_Tactical_Air_Force
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Borneo_Campaign_(1945)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Operation_Downfall
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tiger_Force_(air)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Atomic_bombings_of_Hiroshima_and_Nagasaki
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Berlin_Airlift
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/RAAF_Squadron_Berlin_Air_Lift
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Avro_York
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Korean_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/No._77_Squadron_RAAF
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Commonwealth_Occupation_Force
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mikoyan-Gurevich_MiG-15
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gloster_Meteor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/No._78_Wing_RAAF
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Air_Force
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/RAAF_Maintenance_Command
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/RAAF_Training_Command
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/RAAF_Operational_Command
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/RAAF_Support_Command
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Malayan_Emergency
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Avro_Lincoln
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/No._1_Squadron_RAAF
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Avro_Lincoln
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/No._1_Squadron_RAAF
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Avro_Lincoln
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/No._1_Squadron_RAAF
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Douglas_C-47_Skytrain
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/No._38_Squadron_RAAF
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Douglas_C-47_Skytrain
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/No._38_Squadron_RAAF


8 
 

During the Vietnam War, from 1964–72, the RAAF contributed 
Caribou STOL transport aircraft as part of the RAAF Transport 
Flight Vietnam, later redesignated No. 35 Squadron RAAF, UH-1 
Iroquois helicopters from No. 9 Squadron RAAF, and English Elec-
tric Canberra bombers from No. 2 Squadron RAAF. The Canberras 
flew 11,963 bombing sorties, and two aircraft were lost. One went 
missing during a bombing raid. The wreckage of the aircraft was 
recovered in April 2009, and the remains of Flying Officer Michael 
Herbert and Pilot Officer Robert Carver were found in late July 
2009. The other was shot down by a surface-to-air missile, alt-
hough both crew were rescued. They dropped 76,389 bombs and 
were credited with 786 enemy personnel confirmed killed and a 
further 3,390 estimated killed, 8,637 structures, 15,568 bunkers, 
1,267 sampans and 74 bridges destroyed. RAAF transport aircraft 
also supported anti-communist ground forces. The UH-1 helicop-
ters were used in many roles including medical evacuation and 
close air support. RAAF casualties in Vietnam included six killed in 
action, eight non-battle fatalities, 30 wounded in action and 30 
injured. A small number of RAAF pilots also served in United 
States Air Force units, flying F-4 Phantom fighter-bombers or serv-
ing as forward air controllers.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Royal Australian Air Force F/A-18F Super Hornet at the 2013 
Avalon Airshow 

Military airlifts were conducted for a number of purposes in the 
intervening decades, such as the peacekeeping operations in East 
Timor from 1999. Australia's combat aircraft were not used again 
in combat until the Iraq War in 2003, when 14 F/A-18s from No. 
75 Squadron RAAF operated in the escort and ground attack roles, 
flying a total of 350 sorties and dropping 122 laser-guided 
bombs. A detachment of AP-3C Orion maritime patrol aircraft 
were deployed in the Middle East between 2003 and 2012. These 
aircraft conducted maritime surveillance patrols over the Persian 
Gulf and North Arabian Sea in support of Coalition warships and 
boarding parties, as well as conducting extensive overland flights 
of Iraq and Afghanistan on intelligence, surveillance and recon-
naissance missions, and supporting counter-piracy operations in 
Somalia. From 2007 to 2009, a detachment of No. 114 Mobile 
Control and Reporting Unit RAAF was on active service 
at Kandahar Airfield in southern Afghanistan. Approximately 75 
personnel deployed with the AN/TPS-77 radar assigned the re-
sponsibility to co-ordinate coalition air operations. A detachment 
of IAI Heron unmanned aerial vehicles has been deployed in Af-
ghanistan since January 2010.  

In late September 2014, an Air Task Group consisting of up to 
eight F/A-18F Super Hornets, a KC-30A Multi Role Tanker 
Transport, an E-7A Wedgetail Airborne Early Warning & Control 
aircraft and 400 personnel was deployed to Al Minhad Air Base in 
the United Arab Emirates as part of the coalition to combat Islam-
ic State forces in Iraq. Operations began on 1 October. A number 

of C-17 and C-130J Super Hercules transport aircraft based in the 
Middle East have also been used to conduct airdrops of humani-
tarian aid and to airlift arms and munitions since August.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

F-35A Lightning will replace the ageing F-18 Hornets 

In June 2017 two RAAF AP-3C Orion maritime patrol aircraft were 
deployed to the southern Philippines in response to the Marawi 
crisis.  

Women in the RAAF 

The RAAF established the Women's Auxiliary Australian Air 
Force (WAAAF) in March 1941, which then became the Women's 
Royal Australian Air Force (WRAAF) in 1951. The service merged 
with the RAAF in 1977; however, all women in the Australian mili-
tary were barred from combat-related roles until 1990. Women 
have been eligible for flying roles in the RAAF since 1987, with the 
RAAF's first women pilots awarded their "wings" in 1988. In 2016, 
the remaining restrictions on women in frontline combat roles 
were removed, and the first two female RAAF fast jet fighter pilots 
graduated in December 2017.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A leading aircraftwoman from No. 75 Squadron wearing Auscam 
DPCU, 2008 

The rank structure of the nascent RAAF was established to ensure 
that the service remained separate from the Army and Navy. The 
service's predecessors, the AFC and the AAC, had used the Army's 
rank structure. In November 1920 it was decided by the Air Board 
that the RAAF would adopt the structure adopted by the RAF the 
previous year. As a result, the RAAF's rank structure came to be: 
Aircraftman, Leading Aircraftman, Corporal, Sergeant, Flight Ser-
geant, Warrant Officer, Officer Cadet, Pilot Officer, Flying Officer. 
Flight Lieutenant, Squadron Leader, Wing Commander, Group 
Captain, Air Commodore, Air Vice Marshal, Air Marshal, Air Chief 
Marshal, Marshal of the RAAF.  
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In 1922, the colour of the RAAF winter uniform was determined by 
Air Marshal Sir Richard Williams on a visit to the Geelong Wool 
Mill. He asked for one dye dip fewer than the RAN blue (three 
indigo dips rather than four). There was a change to a lighter blue 
when an all-seasons uniform was introduced in the 1970s. The 
original colour and style were re-adopted around 2005. Slip-on 
rank epaulettes, known as "Soft Rank Insignia" (SRI), displaying the 
word "AUSTRALIA" are worn on the shoulders of the service dress 
uniform. When not in the service dress or "ceremonial" uniform, 
RAAF personnel wear the General Purpose Uniform (GPU) as a 
working dress, which is a blue version of the Australian Multicam 
Pattern.  

Roundel 

 

 

Originally, the air force used the red, white and blue roundel of 
the RAF. However, during the Second World War the inner red 
circle, which was visually similar to the Japanese hinomaru, was 
removed after a No. 11 Squadron Catalina was mistaken for a Jap-
anese aircraft and attacked by a Grumman Wildcat of VMF-212 of 
the United States Marine Corps on 27 June 1942.  

After the war, a range of options for the RAAF roundel was pro-
posed, including the Southern Cross, a boomerang, a sprig of 
wattle, and a red kangaroo. On 2 July 1956, the current version of 
the roundel was formally adopted. This consists of a white inner 
circle with a red kangaroo surrounded by a royal blue circle. The 
kangaroo faces left, except when used on aircraft or vehicles, 
when the kangaroo should always face forward. Low visibility ver-
sions of the roundel exist, with the white omitted and the red and 
blue replaced with light or dark grey.  

Badge 

 

 

 

The RAAF badge was accepted by the Chester Herald in 1939. The 
badge is composed of the imperial crown mounted on a circle 
featuring the words Royal Australian Air Force, beneath which 
scroll work displays the Latin motto Per Ardua Ad Astra, which it 
shares with the Royal Air Force. Surmounting the badge is 
a wedge-tailed eagle. Per Ardua Ad Astra is attributed with the 
meaning "Through Adversity to the Stars" and is from Sir Henry 
Rider Haggard's novel The People of the Mist.  

Current Strength 

Personnel 

As of June 2018, the RAAF had 14,313 permanent full-time per-
sonnel and 5,499 part-time active reserve personnel.  

 
 
 

Roulettes 

 

 

 

 

 

Roulette aircraft in formation 

The Roulettes are the RAAF's formation aerobatic display team. 
They perform around Australia and South-east Asia, and are part 
of the RAAF Central Flying School (CFS) at RAAF Base East Sale, 
Victoria. The Roulettes use the Pilatus PC-21 and formations for 
shows are done in a group of six aircraft. The pilots learn many 
formations including loops, rolls, corkscrews, and ripple roles. 
Most of the performances are done at the low altitude of 500 feet 
(150 metres).  

Future Procurement 

This list includes aircraft on order or a requirement which has 
been identified: 

Up to 100 Lockheed Martin F-35A Lightning II (CTOL variant) with 
no fewer than 72 aircraft acquired to equip three operational 
squadrons. The remaining aircraft will be acquired in conjunction 
with the withdrawal of the F/A-18F Super Hornets after 2020 to 
ensure no gap in Australia's overall air combat capability occurs. 
On 25 November 2009, Australia committed to placing a first or-
der for 14 aircraft at a cost of A$3.2 billion with deliveries to begin 
in 2014. In May 2012, the decision to purchase 12 F-35s from the 
initial 14 order was deferred until 2014 as part of wider ADF pro-
curement deferments to balance the Federal Government budget. 
On 23 April 2014, Australia confirmed the purchase of 58 F-35A 
Lightning II fighters in addition to the 14 already ordered. Up to a 
further 28 more aircraft may be acquired. The first two Australian 
F-35A Lightning II fighters were rolled out in July 2014, and began 
flying training flights with the USAF 61st Fighter Squadron in De-
cember 2014.  

Twelve Boeing P-8A Poseidons to replace the Lockheed AP-3C Ori-
ons. A further three to be purchased and brought into service by 
the late 2020s, bringing the total number of aircraft to fifteen.  

Six MQ-4C Triton unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs) to expand the 
surveillance of Australia's maritime approaches, with the possibil-
ity of purchasing a seventh air frame. The drones will cost approx-
imately A$6.9 billion over their entire life-time, with the fleet ex-
pected to be in service by late 2025. They will be based at RAAF 
Base Edinburgh however will regularly conduct missions 
from RAAF Base Tindal.  
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A possible further two KC-30As to support the incoming P-8A 
fleet, which would bring the total number of aircraft to nine.  

The RAAF has shown interest in acquiring armed unmanned 
drones. Air Marshal Geoff Brown stated that "it is certainly 
something we have put forward" and that the Reaper was one 
of the force's highest priorities. As of February 2015 six ADF 
personnel are currently training on the General Atomics MQ-9 
Reaper in two USAF bases. The RAAF is willing to spend 
A$300 million on the platform and is believed to be preparing 
to purchase eight drones and two ground stations. In March 
2017, it was reported that the acquisition program had been 
singled down to two UAV platforms: the MQ-9 Reaper and 
the IAI Heron. In September 2017, IAI accused the Australian 
government of giving preferential treatment to General Atom-

ics. In November 2018, the Defence Minister Christoper Pyne 
announced that Australia would purchase between 12 and 16 
MQ-9s though the variant of aircraft hasn't been decided 
yet. In November 2019, the Australian Government an-
nounced the selection of the General Atomics Aeronautical 
Systems (GA-ASI) MQ-9B Sky Guardian as its preferred version 
of the Predator B for the RAAF’s Project AIR 7003 medium-
altitude long-endurance (MALE) armed remotely piloted air-
craft system (RPAS) requirement. 

 

A$4–5 billion project to replace the RAAFs 33 BAE Hawk 127 
lead-in fighter trainers announced in the 2016 Defence White 
Paper. The project has a timeframe of 2022 to 2033.  

 

 

The Victoria Cross for Australia is awarded for 

... most conspicuous gallantry, or some daring 
or pre-eminent act of valour or self-sacrifice, 
or extreme devotion to duty in the presence 
of the enemy or belligerents. 

Awards are granted by the Governor-General with the ap-
proval of the Sovereign. The warrant for the Victoria Cross 
for Australia differs markedly from the Imperial warrant. The 
new warrant does not specify any particular process for rec-
ommendations, though it is expected that any recommenda-
tion will pass through the military hierarchy to the Minister 
for Defence.The new warrant also allows for "other persons 
determined by the Minister [for Defence] for the purposes of 
this regulation." Author Robert Macklin has speculated that 
this has opened up the field of eligibility to policemen and 
women or civilians during a terrorist act. He goes on to say 
that by "separating the VC from its traditional roots the 
Hawke government can be accused, with some justice, of 
devaluing the honour ..."Subsequent awards of the Victoria 
Cross for Australia to the same individual shall be made in 
the form of a bar to the Cross. Where a person has been 
awarded a second or three or more awards, the post nomi-
nals "VC and Bar" or "VC and Bars" may be used. 

The Victoria Cross for Australia is the highest award in 
the Australian Honours Order of Precedence. As such, it 
takes precedence over all other Australian orders and deco-
rations, except the Imperial Victoria Cross, with which it 
shares equal precedence. This postnominal is valid only for 
the recipient and is not transferred to the recipient's heirs. 
“Tradition holds that even the most senior officer will salute 
a Victoria Cross recipient as a mark of the utmost respect for 
their act of valour." Whilst it has been a tradition for many 
years to salute a Victoria Cross recipient the Australian Army 
Ceremonial Manual, Volume 1, Annex B to Chapter 13 states 
"Victoria Cross winners, unless they are serving commis-
sioned officers in the armed forces, are not saluted". Air 
Chief Marshal Angus Houston saluted Trooper Mark Don-
aldson after he received his VC. Under Section 103, Subsec-
tion (4), of the Veterans' Entitlements Act 1986, the 

 

 

 

 

Australian Government pays a Victoria Cross Allowance to 
any service person awarded the medal. The act set this 
amount at A$3,230 per year. Since 20 September 2005, this 
amount has been indexed annually in line with Australian 
Consumer Price Index increases. This amount is in addition to 
any amount that the veteran may be awarded under the 
general decoration allowance of $2.10 per fortnight. 

The various forms of the Victoria Cross are inherently valua-
ble, as was highlighted on 24 July 2006, when at the auction 
house Bonhams in Sydney, the VC which had been awarded 
to First World War soldier Captain Alfred Shout, fetched a 
world-record hammer price of $1 million. Shout had been 
awarded the Victoria Cross posthumously in 1915 for hand-
to-hand combat at the Lone Pine trenches 
in Gallipoli, Turkey. The buyer, Kerry Stokes, has lent it to 
the Australian War Memorial for display with the eight other 
Victoria Crosses awarded to Australians at Gallipoli. The Aus-
tralian War Memorial in Canberra currently holds 66 Victoria 
Crosses, 63 awarded to Australians—including Mark Don-
aldson's Victoria Cross for Australia on loan—and three to 
British soldiers; this formed the largest publicly displayed 
collection in the world, until the opening of the Lord Ashcroft 
Gallery at the Imperial War Museum (IWM) in London during 
November 2010, which displays the 168 VCs owned by Lord 
Ashcroft and 48 more held by the IWM. 

Recipients: 

 Mark Donaldson, Special Air Service Regiment, Jan 
2009 

 Ben Roberts-Smith, Special Air Service Regiment, Jan 
2011 

 Daniel Keighran, 6 Battalion Royal Australian Regi-
ment, Nov 2012 

 Cameron Baird, 2nd Commando Regiment, Feb 2014 

 

 

 

Victoria Cross for Australia 
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Combat Aircraft 

F-35 Lightning II United States Stealth multirole F-35A CTOL 24 
72 total on order – five based in the US 
providing flight training 

Boeing F/A-18 Hornet United States Multirole F/A-18A/B 
54 / 
15 

25 sold to Canada – at least 3 already 
transferred 

Boeing F/A-18 Super Hornet United States Multirole F/A-18F 24  

AWACS 

Boeing E-7A Wedgetail United States AEW&C E-7A 6  

Electronic Warfare 

Boeing EA-18G Growler United States Radar jamming  11  

Gulfstream G550 United States SIGINT / ELINT MC-55A  4 on order, deliveries 2023–2025 

Maritime Patrol 

Boeing P-8A Poseidon United States ASW / patrol  12 additional 3 to be ordered 

AP-3C Orion United States Maritime patrol  2 
AP-3C variant replaced by P-8A Posei-
don, 2 AP-3C EW variants remain 

Tanker 

Airbus A330 MRTT Spain 
Refueling / 
transport 

KC-30A 7 1 with VIP configuration 

Transport 

Boeing C-17A Globemaster III United States Strategic airlifter  8  

C-130J Super Hercules United States Tactical airlifter C-130J-30 12  

C-27J Spartan Italy Utility transport  10  

Boeing 737 BBJ United States VIP  2  

Dassault Falcon 7X France VIP  3  

Helicopter 

Agusta Westland AW139 Italy SAR / utility  6 contracted with CHC Helicopter 

Trainer Aircraft 

BAE Hawk United Kingdom 
Lead-in fighter 
trainer 

Hawk 127 33  

Pilatus PC-21 Switzerland Trainer  49  

Beechcraft Super King Air United States 
Multi-engine 
trainer / 
transport / ISTAR 

KA350 12  

UAV 

MQ-4C Triton United States HALE maritime ISR   6 on order, deliveries from 2023 

MQ-9B Sky Guardian United States 
MALE armed 
RPAS 

  12–16 on order 

RAAF AIRCRAFT INVENTORY 
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Northrop_Grumman_MQ-4C_Triton
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/MQ-9_Reaper#Variants


12 
 

RAY SIMPSON VC, DCM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Rayene Stewart "Ray" Simpson, VC, DCM (16 February 1926 – 18 
October 1978) was an Australian recipient of the Victoria Cross, 
the highest award for gallantry "in the face of the enemy" that can 
be awarded to members of the British and Commonwealth armed 
forces. Simpson received his award for actions in Kon Tum Prov-
ince, South Vietnam on 6 May 1969. 

Early life 

Rayene Stewart Simpson was born on 16 February 1926 
at Redfern in Sydney, the third child of New South Wales-born 
parents Robert William Simpson, labourer, and his wife Olga 
Maude, née Montgomery. Olga deserted her husband and chil-
dren about 1931. Ray was separated from his siblings and placed 
in the Church of England Home for Boys in Carlingford. Educated 
at a local school and at Dumaresq Island Public School, Taree, he 
worked as a labourer.  

Military Career 

Simpson joined the Second Australian Imperial Force on 15 March 
1944 and was posted to the 41st/2nd Battalion, a militia battalion 
that served as a holding unit for soldiers under 19 years of age. 
With this battalion, he was posted to Cowra as part of the prisoner 
of war camp garrison which had been reinforced after the Cowra 
breakout on 5 August 1944. He was subsequently posted to 
the 2/3rd Pioneer Battalion, while subsequent postings included 
the Advanced Ordnance Depot and the 26th Battalion. During this 
time he served in Morotai, Tarakan and Rabaul. 

Demobilized in January 1947, Simpson spent four years working in 
various jobs in Australia and Papua New Guinea, before re-
enlisting in the Army in 1951 to serve in the Korean War with 
the 3rd Battalion, Royal Australian Regiment. He was promoted 
to lance corporal on 30 November 1951 and again to corporal on 
21 January 1953. He married Shoko Sakai, a Japanese citizen, on 5 
March 1952.  

Simpson was posted to the 2nd Battalion, Royal Australian  

 

Regiment in January 1954, where he was promoted to Sergeant in 
1955, serving in Malaya from October 1955 for the next two years. 
He was subsequently posted to 1st Special Air Service Company
(SAS) in November 1957 and served with that unit until selected 
as one of the initial group members of the Australian Army Train-
ing Team Vietnam (AATTV) sent to assist South Vietnamese forces 
in July 1962. A year later, he returned to the SAS in Australia and 
served there for the next twelve months.  

His second tour of duty with AATTV in Vietnam commenced in July 
1964, after being promoted to warrant officer class II. During his 
second tour, he was awarded the Distinguished Conduct Med-
al for his actions when a patrol was ambushed at Tako on 16 Sep-
tember. Simpson, although severely wounded in the leg, held off 
the enemy while he called for assistance by radio. He and his men 
repelled several enemy assaults until help arrived, and none too 
soon as their ammunition was almost gone and Simpson was 
weak from loss of blood. He was evacuated by helicopter to the 
6th Field Hospital at Nha Trang and later convalesced in Tokyo. On 
return to Australia, he was posted to the 1st Battalion, Royal New 
South Wales Regiment (Commando) in Sydney in January 1966.  

On 16 May 1966, Simpson left the army for a second time, but re-
enlisted in Saigon a year later for his third period of service with 
the AATTV, during which he was awarded the Victoria Cross. He 
also received the United States Silver Star and Bronze Star for his 
actions in Vietnam. 

Victoria Cross 
Simpson was 43 years old, and a warrant officer class II in the Aus-
tralian Army Training Team, when he was awarded the Victoria 
Cross. On 6 May 1969, in Kon Tum Province, Simpson rescued a 
wounded fellow warrant officer and carried out an unsuccessful 
attack on a strong enemy position. On 11 May he fought alone 
against heavy odds to cover the evacuation of a number of casual-
ties. Simpson was presented his Victoria Cross from 
Queen Elizabeth II, at Government House in Sydney on 1 May 
1970. 

Victoria Cross Citation 

The citation in the Commonwealth of Australia Gazette of 28 Au-
gust 1969, which announced Simpson's award reads: 

Government House, 

Canberra, ACT 2600 

21 August 1969 

HER Majesty The Queen has been graciously pleased to bestow 
the award of the Victoria Cross upon the following member of the 
Royal Australian Infantry Corps For most conspicuous bravery. 

VICTORIA CROSS 

Warrant Officer, Class 2, Rayene Stewart Simpson, DCM Warrant 
Officer Simpson enlisted initially in 1944 He has seen active service 
in the Pacific, Korea, Malaysia and Vietnam where he is now serv-
ing his third tour. 
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kon_Tum_Province
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Vietnam
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Redfern,_New_South_Wales
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Australian_Imperial_Force
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=41st/2nd_Battalion_(Australia)&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cowra_breakout
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2/3rd_Pioneer_Battalion_(Australia)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/3rd_Battalion,_Royal_Australian_Regiment
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lance_corporal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2nd_Battalion,_Royal_Australian_Regiment
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2nd_Battalion,_Royal_Australian_Regiment
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2nd_Battalion,_Royal_Australian_Regiment
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Malayan_Emergency
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special_Air_Service_Regiment
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australian_Army_Training_Team_Vietnam
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Warrant_Officer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Distinguished_Conduct_Medal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nha_Trang
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1st_Battalion_(Australia)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saigon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kon_Tum_Province
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elizabeth_II
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Commonwealth_of_Australia_Gazette
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On 6 May 1969, Warrant Office Simpson was serving as Com-
mander of 232nd Mobile Strike Force Company of 5th Special 
Forces Group on a search and clear operation in Kontum Province, 
near the Laotion border. When one of his platoons became heavi-
ly engaged with the enemy, he led the remainder of his company 
to its assistance. Disregarding the dangers involved, he placed 
himself at the front of his troops, thus becoming a focal point of 
enemy fire, and personally led the assault on the left flank of the 
enemy position. As the company moved forward, an Australian 
warrant officer commanding one of the platoons was seriously 
wounded and the assault began to falter. Warrant Officer Simp-
son, at great personal risk and under heavy enemy fire, moved 
across open ground, reached the wounded warrant officer and 
carried him to a position of safety. He then returned to his compa-
ny where, with complete disregard for his safety, he crawled for-
ward to within ten metres of the enemy and threw grenades into 
their positions. As darkness fell, and being unable to break into 
the enemy position, Warrant Officer Simpson ordered his compa-
ny to withdraw. He then threw smoke grenades and, carrying a 
wounded platoon leader, covered the withdrawal of the company 
together with five indigenous soldiers. His leadership and personal 
bravery in this action were outstanding. 

On 11th May 1969, in the same operation, Warrant Officer Simp-
son's battalion commander was killed and an Australian Warrant 
Officer and several indigenous soldiers were wounded. In addi-
tion, one other Australian Warrant Officer who had been separat-
ed from the majority of his troops was contained in the area by 
enemy fire. Warrant Officer Simpson quickly organised two pla-
toons of indigenous soldiers and several advisors and led them to 
the position of the contact On reaching the position the element 
with Warrant Officer Simpson came under heavy fire and all but a 
few of the soldiers with him fell back Disregarding his own safety 
he moved forward in the face of accurate enemy machine gun 
fire, in order to cover the initial evacuation of the casualties. The 
wounded were eventually moved out of the line of enemy fire, 

which all this time was directed at Warrant Officer Simpson from 
close range. At the risk of almost certain death he made several 
attempts to move further forward towards his Battalion Com-
mander's body but on each occasion he was stopped by heavy 
fire. Realising the position was becoming untenable and that pri-
ority should be given to extricating other casualties as quickly as 
possible, Warrant Officer Simpson alone and still under enemy fire 
covered the withdrawal of the wounded by personally placing 
himself between the wounded and the enemy From this position 
he fought on and by outstanding courage and valour was able to 
prevent the enemy advance until the wounded were removed 
from the immediate vicinity Warrant Officer Simpson's gallant and 
individual action and his coolness under fire were exceptional and 
were instrumental in achieving the successful evacuation of the 
wounded to the helicopter evacuation pad. 

Warrant Officer Simpson's repeated acts of personal bravery in 
this operation were an inspiration to all Vietnamese, United States 
and Australian soldiers who served with him His conspicuous gal-
lantry was in the highest tradition of the Australian Army 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Simpson took his final discharge from the army in May 1970. In 
1972 he took up a position as administrative officer at the Austral-
ian Embassy in Tokyo. He died of cancer in Tokyo on 18 October 
1978 and was buried at the Yokohama War Cemetery, Japan. His 
Victoria Cross and portrait are displayed at the Australian War 
Memorial in Canberra. 
 

  

Pensions are indexed twice a year in March and September 

   

SERVICE PENSION 
Old rate 
(fortnightly) 

New rate 
(fortnightly) 

Increase 
(fortnightly) 

Single person  $933.40  $944.30  $10.90 

Couples (each)  $703.50  $711.80  $8.30 

Single person – transitional  $780.10  $789.30  $9.20 

Couples (each) – transitional  $629.40  $636.80  $7.40 

WAR WIDOWS       

War widow(er)’s pension  $949.10  $960.40  $11.30 

Income support supplement  $280.80  $284.20  $3.40 

DISABILITY PENSION       

T&PI (Special rate)  $1,434.70  $1,451.80  $17.10 

Intermediate rate  $974.20  $985.80  $11.60 

EDA  $792.80  $802.30  $9.50 

100 per cent  $510.10  $516.20  $6.10 

10 per cent  $57.94  $58.55  $0.61 

VETERAN PAYMENT       

Single Person  $1,009.80  $1,021.80  $12.00 

Couples (each)  $786.70  $796.30  $9.60 

VETERAN PENSIONS RATES AS AT 20 MARCH 2020 

These are the maximum rates of payment and include any Energy 
Supplement payable. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yokohama_War_Cemetery
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australian_War_Memorial
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Information presented by SFC (Ret) David Hack. Hack volunteered 
for service in Vietnam in 1968, joining the 1st Infantry Division. He 
served as a sergeant with the Big Red One in Lai Khe, Vietnam. 
Hack received the Purple Heart for major combat injuries, and 
spent the rest of his military career as a recruiter for the US Army 
in Akron, Ohio. 

US. CONGRESSMAN PRESS RELEASE 

Totals 

 9,087,000 military personnel served on active duty during 
the official Vietnam era from August 5, 1964 to May 7, 
1975. 

 2,709,918 Americans served in uniform in Vietnam. 

 240 men were awarded the Medal of Honour during the 
Vietnam War. 

 

Of Those Lost 

The first man to die in Vietnam was James Davis, in 1961. He was 
with the 509th Radio Research Station. The Davis Station in Saigon 
was named for him. 
Five men killed in Vietnam were only 16 years old. 
The oldest man killed was 62 years old. 
58,148 were killed in Vietnam, 75,000 severely disabled, 23,214 
were 100% disabled, 5,283 lost limbs and 1,081 sustained multiple 
amputations. 
Of those killed, 61% were younger than 21 years old. 
11,465 of those killed were younger than 20 years old. 
Of those killed, 17,539 were married. 
The average age of the men killed: 23.1 years. 

 

Veteran Successes 

Vietnam Veterans represented 9.7% of their generation. 
They have a lower unemployment rate than the same non-vet age 
groups. 
Their personal income exceeds that of our non-veteran age group 
by more than 18 percent. 
87% of Americans hold Vietnam Veterans in high esteem. 
There is no difference in drug usage between Vietnam Veterans 
and non-Vietnam Veterans of the same age group (Source: Veter-
ans Administration Study). 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Vietnam Veterans are less likely to be in prison – only one-half of 
one percent of Vietnam Veterans have been jailed for crimes. 

 85% of Vietnam Veterans made successful transitions to 
civilian life. 

 97% of Vietnam Veterans were honourably discharged. 

 91% of Vietnam Veterans say they are glad they served. 

 74% say they would serve again, even knowing the out 
come. 

 

Many Still Missing 

As of April 14, 2017, there are 1,611 Americans still unaccounted 
for from the Vietnam War across Vietnam (1,258), Laos(297), 
Cambodia(49), and China(7). 

Vietnam Combat Area Casualty File 

The Statistics in the Combat Area Casualty File (CACF 11/93) show-
an average age of death much higher than that of news reports. 

The average age of the 58,148 killed in Vietnam was 23.11 years 
(Although 58,169 names are in the Nov. 93 database, only 58,148 
have both event date and birth date. Event date is used instead of 
declared dead date for some of those who were listed as missing 
in action). 

Deaths Average Age 

Enlisted: 50,274, 22.37 years 
Officers: 6,598, 28.43 years 
Warrants: 1,276, 24.73 years 
E1 525, 20.34 years 
11B MOS: 18,465, 22.55 years 
Totals: 58,148, 23.11 years 
 

Myths and Facts 

Myth: Common belief is that most Vietnam veterans were  
drafted. 
 
Fact: 2/3 of the men who served in Vietnam were volunteers. 2/3 
of the men who served in World War II were drafted. Approxi-
mately 70% of those killed in Vietnam were volunteers. 

Myth: The media have reported that suicides among Vietnam 
veterans range from 50,000 to 100,000 – 6 to 11 times the non-
Vietnam veteran population. 

Fact: Mortality studies show that 9,000 is a better estimate. “The 
CDC Vietnam Experience Study Mortality Assessment showed that 
during the first 5 years after discharge, deaths from suicide were 
1.7 times more likely among Vietnam veterans than non-Vietnam 
veterans. After that initial post-service period, Vietnam veterans 
were no more likely to die from suicide than non-Vietnam veter-
ans. In fact, after the 5-year post-service period, the rate of sui-
cides is less in the Vietnam veterans’ group. 

THE VIETNAM WAR A US PERSPECTIVE 

https://www.uswings.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/Congressman-news-release.pdf
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Myth: Common belief is that a disproportionate number of blacks 
were killed in the Vietnam War. 

Fact: 86% of the men who died in Vietnam were Caucasians, 12.5% 
were black, 1.2% were other races. Sociologists Charles C. Moskos 
and John Sibley Butler, in their recently published book “All That 
We Can Be,” said they analysed the claim that blacks were used 
like cannon fodder during Vietnam “and can report definitely that 
this charge is untrue. Black fatalities amounted to 12 percent of all 
Americans killed in Southeast Asia, a figure proportional to the 
number of blacks in the U.S. population at the time and slightly 
lower than the proportion of blacks in the Army at the close of the 
war.” 

Myth: Common belief is that the war was fought largely by the 
poor and uneducated. 

Fact: Servicemen who went to Vietnam from well-to-do areas had 
a slightly elevated risk of dying because they were more likely to 
be pilots or infantry officers. Vietnam Veterans were the best edu-
cated forces our nation had ever sent into combat. 79% had a high 

school education or better. 

 

Myth: The common belief is the average age of an infantryman 
fighting in Vietnam was 19. 

Fact: Assuming KIAs accurately represented age groups serving in 
Vietnam, the average age of an infantryman (MOS 11B) serving in 
Vietnam to be 19 years old is a myth, it is actually 22. None of the 
enlisted grades have an average age of less than 20. The average 
man who fought in World War II was 26 years of age. 

Myth: The United States lost the war in Vietnam. 

Fact: The American military was not defeated in Vietnam. The 
American military did not lose a battle of any consequence. From a 
military standpoint, it was almost an unprecedented performance. 
General Westmoreland quoting Douglas Pike (a professor at the 
University of California, Berkeley), a major military defeat for the 
VC and NVA. 

Myth: The common belief is that the domino theory was proved 
false. 

Fact: The domino theory was accurate. The ASEAN (Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations) countries, Philippines, Indonesia, Malay-
sia, Singapore and Thailand stayed free of Communism because of 
the U.S. commitment to Vietnam. The Indonesians threw the Sovi-
ets out in 1966 because of America’s commitment in Vietnam. 
Without that commitment, Communism would have swept all the 
way to the Malacca Straits that is south of Singapore and of great 
strategic importance to the free world. If you ask people who live 
in these countries that won the war in Vietnam, they have a differ-
ent opinion from the American news media. The Vietnam War was 
the turning point for Communism. 

Myth: The common belief is that the fighting in Vietnam was not 
as intense as in World War II. 

Fact: The average infantryman in the South Pacific during World 
War II saw about 40 days of combat in four years. The average 
infantryman in Vietnam saw about 240 days of combat in one year 
thanks to the mobility of the helicopter. One out of every 10 Amer-
icans who served in Vietnam was a casualty. 58,148 were killed  

 

and 304,000 wounded out of 2.7 million who served. Although the 
percent that died is similar to other wars, amputations or crippling 
wounds were 300 percent higher than in World War II. 75,000 Vi-
etnam veterans are severely disabled. MEDEVAC helicopters flew 
nearly 500,000 missions. Over 900,000 patients were airlifted 
(nearly half were American). The average time lapse between 
wounding to hospitalization was less than one hour. As a result, 
less than one percent of all Americans wounded, who survived the 
first 24 hours, died. The helicopter provided unprecedented mobil-
ity. Without the helicopter it would have taken three times as 
many troops to secure the 800 mile border with Cambodia and 
Laos (the politicians thought the Geneva Conventions of 1954 and 
the Geneva Accords or 1962 would secure the border). 

Myth: Kim Phuc, the little nine year old Vietnamese girl running 
naked from the napalm strike near Trang Bang on 8 June 1972 
(shown a million times on American television) was burned by 
Americans bombing Trang Bang. 

Fact: No American had involvement in this incident near Trang 
Bang that burned Phan Thi Kim Phuc. The planes doing the bomb-
ing near the village were VNAF (Vietnam Air Force) and were being 
flown by Vietnamese pilots in support of South Vietnamese troops 
on the ground. The Vietnamese pilot who dropped the napalm in 
error is currently living in the United States. Even the AP photogra-
pher, Nick Ut, who took the picture, was Vietnamese. The incident 
in the photo took place on the second day of a three day battle 
between the North Vietnamese Army (NVA) who occupied the 
village of Trang Bang and the ARVN (Army of the Republic of Vi-
etnam) who were trying to force the NVA out of the village. News 
media have reported that an American commander ordered the air 
strike that burned Kim Phuc. Those are incorrect. There were no 
Americans involved in any capacity. “We (Americans) had nothing 
to do with controlling VNAF,” according to Lieutenant General 
(Ret) James F. Hollingsworth, the Commanding General of TRAC at 
that time. Also, it has been incorrectly reported that two of Kim 
Phuc’s brothers were killed in this incident. They were Kim’s cous-
ins not her brothers. 

Census Stats and “I Served in Vietnam” Wannabees 

1,713,823 of those who served in Vietnam were still alive as of 
August, 1995 (census figures).  

During that same Census count, the number of Americans falsely 
claiming to have served was: 9,492,958. 
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As of the current Census taken during August, 2000, the surviving 
U.S. Vietnam Veteran population estimate is: 1,002,511. This is 
hard to believe, losing nearly 711,000 between ’95 and ’00. That’s 
390 per day. During this Census count, the number of Americans 
falsely claiming to have served in-country is: 13,853,027. By this 
census, FOUR OUT OF FIVE WHO CLAIM TO BE VIETNAM VETS ARE 
NOT. This makes calculations of those alive, even in 2017, difficult 
to maintain. 

The Department of Defence Vietnam War Service Index officially 
provided by The War Library originally reported with errors that 
2,709,918 U.S. military personnel as having served in-country. Cor-
rections and confirmations to this errored index resulted in the 
addition of 358 U.S. military personnel confirmed to have served in 
Vietnam but not originally listed by the Department of Defence (All 
names are currently on file and accessible 24/7/365). 

Isolated atrocities committed by American Soldiers produced tor-
rents of outrage from anti-war critics and the news media while 
Communist atrocities were so common that they received hardly 
any media mention at all. The United States sought to minimize 
and prevent attacks on civilians while North Vietnam made attacks 
on civilians a centrepiece of its strategy. Americans who deliber-
ately killed civilians received prison sentences while Communists 
who did so received commendations. From 1957 to 1973, the Na-
tional Liberation Front assassinated 36,725 Vietnamese and ab-
ducted another 58,499. The death squads focused on leaders at 
the village level and on anyone who improved the lives of the peas-
ants such as medical personnel, social workers, and school teach-
ers. – Nixon Presidential Papers. 

The United States Did Not Lose the War in Vietnam, 
the South Vietnamese Did 

The fall of Saigon happened 30 April 1975, two years AFTER the 
American military left Vietnam. The last American troops departed 
in their entirety 29 March 1973. 

How could we lose a war we had already stopped fighting? We 
fought to an agreed stalemate. The peace settlement was signed in 
Paris on 27 January 1973. It called for release of all U.S. prisoners, 

withdrawal of U.S. forces, limitation of both sides’ forces inside 
South Vietnam and a commitment to peaceful reunification. The 
140,000 evacuees in April 1975 during the fall of Saigon consisted 
almost entirely of civilians and Vietnamese military, NOT American 
military running for their lives. There were almost twice as many 
casualties in Southeast Asia (primarily Cambodia) the first two 
years, after the fall of Saigon in 1975, than there were during the 
ten years the U.S. was involved in Vietnam. Thanks for the per-
ceived loss and the countless assassinations and torture visited 
upon Vietnamese, Laotians, and Cambodians goes mainly to the 
American media and their undying support-by-misrepresentation 
of the anti-War movement in the United States. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As with much of the Vietnam War, the news media misreported 
and misinterpreted the 1968 Tet Offensive. It was reported as an 
overwhelming success for the Communist forces and a decided 
defeat for the U.S. forces. Nothing could be further from the truth. 
Despite initial victories by the Communists forces, the Tet Offen-
sive resulted in a major defeat of those forces. General Vo Nguyen 
Giap, the designer of the Tet Offensive, is considered by some as 
ranking with Wellington, Grant, Lee and MacArthur as a great com-
mander. Still, militarily, the Tet Offensive was a total defeat of the 
Communist forces on all fronts. It resulted in the death of some 
45,000 NVA troops and the complete, if not total destruction of the 
Viet Cong elements in South Vietnam. The Organization of the Viet 
Cong Units in the South never recovered. The Tet Offensive suc-
ceeded on only one front and that was the News front and the 
political arena. This was another example in the Vietnam War of an 
inaccuracy becoming the perceived truth. However, inaccurately 
reported, the News Media made the Tet Offensive famous. 

 
 
JFK'S Secretary of State, Dean Rusk, was in France in the early 60's 
when DeGaulle decided to pull out of NATO. 
DeGaulle said he wanted all US military out of France as soon as 
possible. 
Rusk responded, "Does that include those who are buried here?" 

DeGaulle did not respond. 

You could have heard a pin drop 

——————————————————————————
When in England , at a fairly large conference, Colin Powell was 
asked by the Archbishop of Canterbury if our plans for Iraq were 
just an example of 'empire building' by George Bush. 

He answered by saying, "Over the years, the United States has 
sent many of its fine young men and women into great peril to 
fight for freedom beyond our borders. The only amount of land 
we have ever asked for in return is enough to bury those that did 
not return." 

 
 

 
 

You could have heard a pin drop. 
————————————————————————————— 
And finally. 
 
Robert Whiting, an elderly gentleman of 83, arrived in Paris by 
plane. 
At French Customs, he took a few minutes to locate his passport 
in his carry on. 
"You have been to France before, monsieur?" the customs officer 
asked sarcastically. 
Mr. Whiting admitted that he had been to France previously. 
"Then you should know enough to have your passport ready." 

The American said, "The last time I was here, I didn't have to show 
it." 
"Impossible.. Americans always have to show their passports on 
arrival in France!" 

The American senior gave the Frenchman a long hard look. 
Then, he quietly explained, ''Well, when I came ashore at Omaha 
Beach on, D-Day in 1944 to help liberate this country, I couldn't 
find a single Frenchman to show a passport to." 

YOU COULD HAVE HEARD A PIN DROP 
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                  Ball, Matthew Simon                                                        Nelson, Bryan Raymond 

                  Bartrim, Terrence John                                                    Nielsen, Allan Noel 

Bowling, James Graham                                                   Parker, Felix John OAM 

Bruce, Robert Anthony                                                     Pedersen, Michael Jorgen 

Casey, William John Walter                                             Peckitt, Barry 

Clements, Stuart                                                                Petrellis, Dimitrios 

Crowhurst, Brenton Paul                                                 Rayner, Bernard Alan 

Curley, Thomas Michael                                                   Roger, Thomas Harrison 

Davidson, Rodney Wain                                                   Ross, Stuart Alban 

Duncan, Ian James                                                             Ryan, Steven James 

Dwyer, Glenn Patrick                                                         Sams, Graham Michael 

Ennis, Gary John                                                                 Sarquis, Christopher Paul 

Fallows, Jon Raymonde                                                    Scanlan, Desmond John 

Gilpatrick, Frank                                                                 Sherriff, Adrian AM 

Gormly, Naomi Jennifer                                                    Shipp, Darryl John 

Jones, Craig Charles                                                            Simmons, Malcolm John 

Jones, Kevin Lloyd                                                               Smith, Sarah Fay 

Lockwood, Daryl John                                                        Thomas, David Geoffrey 

MacLachlan, William Shawn                                            White, Graham Peter 

McKellar, Douglas George Malcolm                               Williams, Ian Desmond 

Mitchell, Brian Leslie 

  

 

                  Mineo, Rdolf J                                              Ryan, Maddy                                        Sams, Susann Mary 

Welcome 

New Members 
We have great pleasure in welcoming the following New Members & Associate Members to Qld TPI Inc., and thank 
them for coming on board and becoming part of our community. 

New Ordinary Members 

New Associate Members 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Calibre 7.62mm                        Weight 8.2kg  

Length 1000mm                       Barrel length 502mm  

Effective range 600m              Cyclic rate of fire 710 rpm 

 

 

The 7.62mm Maximi is a recent addition to the Australian Army 

and is basically a scaled-up version of the 5.56mm Minimi LSW. 

It is gas-operated, fully automatic, air-cooled machine gun fed 

by a disintegrating link belt. It is capable of a high rate of effec-

tive fire against point and area targets with heavier, harder-

hitting 7.62mm ammunition. The Maximi is reliable, effective 

and proved popular during recent operations undertaken by 

Australian soldiers – though CONTACT has been told the ADF 

added generic 5.56mm-calibrated sights when they purchased 

the weapon from the US instead of forking out for 7.62mm 

calibrated sights intended for the weapon. 

WEAPONS OF THE ADF 
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 Attack-Class Submarine 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Attack-class submarine is a future class of submarines for 
the Royal Australian Navy based on the Shortfin Barracuda pro-
posal by French shipbuilder Naval Group (formerly known as 
DCNS) to replace the Collins-class submarines. The class will 
enter service in the early 2030s with construction extending 
into the late 2040s to 2050.The Program is estimated to cost 
$50 billion and will be the largest, and most complex, defence 
acquisition project in Australian history. 

The Program to replace the Collins class began in 2007 with the 
commencement of the Defence Department acquisition project 
SEA 1000. Australia's unique operating environment (including 
significant variations in ocean climate and conditions) and rejec-
tion of nuclear marine propulsion had previously driven it to 
operate in the Collins class the world's largest diesel-electric 
submarines, capable of transiting the long distances from HMAS  
Stirling to their deployment areas. 

In the early phases of the replacement project, four design op-
tions were identified: purchase a Military-Off-The-Shelf (MOTS) 
design, modify a MOTS design for Australian conditions, design 
an evolution of the Collins-class, or create a new design. Nucle-
ar propulsion has been ruled out due to the lack of an indige-
nous nuclear industry in Australia and public opposition to nu-
clear technology.  

In 2009, the Australian Government's Defence White Paper an-
nounced that a class of twelve submarines would be built. The 
selected design was to be built in Australia at the ASC Pty 
Ltd shipyard in South Australia, but, if a company other than 
ASC was selected to build the submarines, they would be grant-
ed access to the government-owned facility. Concept work was 
to start in 2009, with a winning design to be identified by 2013 
and design work to be completed by 2016, enabling the con-
struction of the first submarine to be completed before 2025. 
However, there were significant delays in implementing the 
project, with meetings to define intended capabilities not occur-
ring until 2012, which pushed the start of construction beyond 
2017. 

By the end of 2014, operational capabilities had still not been 
defined, amidst increasing speculation that the Australian gov-
ernment would purchase Sōryū-class submarines directly from 
Japan, skipping any tendering processes and ignoring previous 
commitments to build the boats in Australia. However, in Febru-
ary 2015 the Abbott Government announced a "competitive 
evaluation process" between competing Japanese, French, and 
German designs. 

Attack-class submarine 

Class overview 

Builders: 
Naval Group 

Operators: 
Royal Australian Navy 

Preceded by: 
Collins class 

Cost: A$50 billion (2016) 

In commission: 2030s–2050 

Planned: 12 

General characteristics 

Type: Diesel-electric attack submarine 

Displacement: 4,500 t surfaced 

Length: 97 m (318 ft) 

Beam: 8.8 m (29 ft) 

Installed power: Diesel electric with lead acid 
batteries 

Propulsion: Pump-jet 

Speed: In excess of 20 kn (37 km/h; 

Range: 18,000 nautical miles 
(33,000 km; 21,000 mi) at 10 
knots (19 km/h; 12 mph) sur-
faced 

Endurance: 80 days 

Complement: 60 

Sensors and 
processing systems: 

AN/BYG-1 combat system 

Armament: 8 x 533 mm (21 in) torpedo 
tubes 

28 torpedoes: 

Mark 48 MOD 7 heavyweight 
torpedo, Harpoon anti-ship mis-
siles or Mk III Stonefish mines. 
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On 26 April 2016, Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull announced 
the Shortfin Barracuda, a conventionally-powered variant of the 
Barracuda-class nuclear submarine by French firm DCNS, as the 
winner. 

Background 

Australian diesel-electric submarines operate in a wide range of 
geographic and oceanographic conditions, from the cold Southern 
Ocean to the tropics of the Coral, Arafura, and Timor Seas – re-
quiring the submarines to handle significant variances in tempera-
ture, salinity, density, and climate. Australian submarines provide 
a deterrent towards military aggression against Australia, by pa-
trolling the waters of Australia and nearby nations, and in addi-
tion, gather intelligence through the interception of electronic 
communications by foreign nations, and assist in the deployment 
and retrieval of special forces operatives. Because RAN subma-
rines operate from HMAS Stirling, and because some of Austral-
ia's strategic interests are located as far afield as the Persian 
Gulf and the North Pacific, Australian submarines have to transit 
long distances to reach some of their potential patrol areas. This 
requirement for range and endurance resulted in the 
1980s Collins-class design incorporating a large fuel load, large 
engines and sufficient batteries to transit these long distances, 
although technological improvements since then have enabled 
smaller diesel-electric submarines such as the German Type 214 
submarine and Dutch Walrus-class submarine to achieve similar 
range and endurance as the Collins-class. It has also been noted 
that the transit distances Australian submarines travel could be 
reduced by operating the submarines from HMAS Coonawarra in 
Darwin, rather than HMAS Stirling in Western Australia. 

The Collins class were the first diesel-electric submarines specifi-
cally designed for Australian conditions of long transit distances 
and diverse sea states, and thus represent an 'orphan' design with 
no evolved design to replace them. The submarines were en-
larged and heavily modified versions of Swedish shipbuild-
er Kockums' Västergötland class. Built during the 1990s and 
2000s, the Collins-class submarines have a predicted operational 
life of around 30 years, with the lead boat HMAS Collins due to be 
decommissioned around 2025. 

Project History 

The Submarine Institute of Australia released a report in July 2007 
arguing that planning for the next generation of Australian sub-
marines had to begin soon if they were to be replaced by the 
2020s. In December 2007, a month after coming into office fol-
lowing the 2007 federal election, Minister for Defence Joel Fitz-
gibbon announced that planning for the Collins-class replacement 
(designated SEA 1000) had commenced. The SEA 1000 project 
office was established within the Defence Materiel Organisa-
tion in October 2008, and was being jointly administered with 
Defence's Capability Development Group. In February 2009, Rear 
Admiral Rowan Moffitt was appointed as project head. 

2009 Defence White Paper 

 
The 2009 Defending Australia in the Asia Pacific Century: Force 
2030 white paper confirmed the replacement project, and an-
nounced that the submarine fleet would be increased to twelve 

vessels. Reasons for the increase presented in the white paper 
included the growing quantity and sophistication of Asian-Pacific 
naval forces (particularly submarine forces), the need to sustain 
submarine operations in any conflict, and the greater deterrent 
an increased submarine force would provide. 

The Collins-class submarine HMAS Rankin. The SEA 1000 project 
will replace the six Collins-class boats. 

 
Originally, the planned timeline called for concept work to start in 
2009, preliminary designs to be established between 2011 and 
2013, then detailed design work completed in time for construc-
tion to start in 2016. This was to ensure that the new class would 
be in service before the Collins class began decommissioning in 
2025. However, meetings between Moffitt and the National Secu-
rity Committee to clarify concept details and intended capabili-
ties, scheduled for November 2009, did not go ahead until March 
2012.  On 3 May 2012, the Australian government announced 
funding for the initial design phase. The initial phase would en-
compass studies to select the new submarines' design, Defence 
Science and Technology Organisation projects to establish param-
eters for propulsion, combat system, and stealth capabilities, 
along with initiating programs to develop the required industry 
skills for the actual construction.  Under the 2012 revised time-
line, the preliminary phase would conclude in 2013, with 'first 
pass approval' to be done by early 2014, and 'second pass approv-
al' in 2017. The best case prediction for seeing the first new sub-
marine enter service, made in 2012, was "after 2030".  At least 
some of the slow pace and lack of decision making has been 
attributed to politicians fearing being held responsible for a re-
peat of the problems experienced by the Collins class during their 
construction and early career. 
 

Speculation of a Sōryū class decision. 

 
Although the German Type 214 submarine has comparable range 
and endurance to the Collins class, and superior range and endur-
ance compared to the Sōryū class, throughout 2014 there was 
increasing speculation that a Japanese design had been pre-
selected as the Collins-class replacement, leading to public criti-
cism that the Japanese submarines did not have the range or en-
durance that Australia required. 
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The Sōryū-class submarine Unryū in 2014.  

A September 2012 weapons technology swap deal and a July 
2014 agreement on the sharing of defence technology were seen 
as preliminary steps towards Australian-Japanese collaboration 
on a submarine design, or towards integrating technologies like 
the Sōryū's Kockums designed air-independent propul-
sion Stirling engines and research into incorporating the Japa-
nese boats' hydrodynamic capabilities into a potential SEA 1000 
design. Advantages in such a deal between the nations include 
the attention that securing the SEA 1000 project would bring to 
Japanese arms manufacturers (particularly after loosening of 
defence export restrictions in 2014), the provision of a proven 
high-end submarine design to the Australian military, and im-
proved relations, both directly and as mutual allies of the United 
States of America. However, it has been noted that co-operation 
on such a major defence project would be high risk due to 
Japan's lack of previous arms export experience, and any deal 
could negatively impact on both nations' relations with China. 
The close personal relationship between the then-Australian 
Prime Minister Tony Abbott and Japanese Prime Minister Shinzō 
Abe had also been cited as a factor in the likeliness of such a 
deal, although with the caveat that a change in government in 
either nation would compromise any potential deal for construc-
tion, or the ongoing maintenance support of the submarines: 
the Australian Labor Party has a greater interest in supporting 
local shipbuilding than Abbott's Coalition government, while a 
souring of China-Japan relations is something the Democratic 
Party of Japan is less likely to risk than the Liberal Demo-
cratic government led by Abe.  

By November 2014, initial capabilities had not been decided on, 
and recommendations were to be made across 2015. In Decem-
ber 2014, the Australian Coalition government ruled out using a 
tender process to identify a new submarine design, blaming the 
limited time left before the Collins-class were scheduled to begin 
leaving service. Although there was speculation at the time that 
the Australian government would purchase directly from Japa-
nese shipbuilders, in January 2015, Defence Minister Kevin An-
drews stated that the government was still considering the op-
tions offered by European shipbuilders: ThyssenKrupp Marine 
Systems of Germany, Saab of Sweden, and a partnership of the 
French companies Thales and DCNS. 

In mid-December 2015, the Japanese Self Defence Force allowed 
a journalist from the Australian Broadcasting Corporation (ABC) 
to tour the newest of the class, Kokuryū (black dragon), at its 
base at Yokoska and speak to the commanding officer, Com-
mander Takehiko Hirama, and several other personnel. 

2015 Policy Announcements 
 
On 8 February 2015 the Abbott Government signalled that both 
the selection of a design and selection of construction options 
would be competitive, and on 9 February 2015 announced a 
"competitive evaluation process" with the possibility of construc-
tion in Australia. On 20 February 2015 the Australian Govern-
ment publicly announced three key strategic considerations that 
would be taken into account in the competitive evaluation pro-
cess, these being: that the future submarines would have a simi-
lar range and endurance to the Collins class, superior sensor per-
formance and stealth compared to the Collins class, and that the 
combat system and Mark 48 Mod 7 torpedo jointly developed 
between the United States and Australia would be the future 
submarines' preferred combat system and main weapon.  
 
The government also announced a three-way competition be-
tween ThyssenKrupp, the Thales-DCNS partnership and a Japa-
nese design, while Saab was excluded. The process was expected 
to select the design for the submarine by the end of 2015. It was 
indicated that the number of submarines would likely be re-
duced to eight, with specifics to come in the defence white paper 
slated for later in 2015. 

Technical Considerations 

Propulsion 

Deciding the future submarines' propulsion system is closely tied 
to determining its operational range, endurance 
and stealthiness. Two basic options are presented in submarine 
propulsion: nuclear propulsion, and conventional, diesel-electric 
propulsion. The option of nuclear propulsion effectively gives 
submarines an unlimited range and endurance, only restrained 
by maintenance and human crew requirements for resupply and 
rest, and removes the necessity for surfacing to re-
charge batteries, an unstealthy and risky process. Australian gov-
ernments have repeatedly rejected the nuclear propulsion op-
tion due to the lack of an Australian nuclear power indus-
try  (Australia would be the only non-nuclear nation to operate 
nuclear submarines), related issues of operational sovereignty 
were Australia to operate an American nuclear powered subma-
rine such as the Virginia class, rendering it dependent on Ameri-
can technical support, and public opposition to nuclear technolo-
gy. 

 

The second alternative is to operate a conventional diesel-
electric submarine with sufficient fuel and battery power to 
transit the large operational ranges required by Australia, and to 
provide maximum range, endurance and stealth (operating un-
derwater), before having to resurface to snorkel and recharge 
batteries. Previously, this design brief led to the construction of a 
relatively large conventionally powered submarine, 
the Collins class, possessing a large diesel electric engine, fuel 
load and sufficient batteries capable of transporting the subma-
rines from their remote location at HMAS   Stirling to their opera-
tional areas, without having to resurface for extended periods. 

Batteries. Batteries are an important component of diesel-

electric submarines, allowing them to operate underwater for 
extended periods of time before having to resurface to recharge 
them. Improvements in battery technology in recent years have 
allowed smaller diesel-electric submarines to operate with great-
ly improved range and endurance.   
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A German designed Type 214 submarine at the HDW building 
yard in Kiel, 2008. An evolved Type 214 was one of the options 

under consideration for the replacement program.  
 

Future submarine designs might use improvements in Lithium-ion 
battery technology. The Collins-class replacement might operate 
battery technology superior to that of the existing Collins-class. 

The Australian Government's announcement on 20 February 2015 
that the future submarines will have a similar range and endur-
ance to the Collins class increases the possibility that an evolved 
MOTS or completely new design will be selected. 

Weapons Capabilities 

The 2009 Defence White Paper identified a land strike capability 
as an important addition to torpedo, mine and anti-ship missile 
weapons. In February 2015 the Australian Government identified 
its preference for the future submarines to have a US weapon 
system and heavyweight torpedo. 

 Torpedo 

 Mine 

 Anti-ship missile 

 Land attack cruise missile 

 

Design 

Candidates 

In the 2009 Defence white paper, the replacement submarines 
were outlined as a class of twelve vessels of up to 4,000 tons dis-
placement, fitted with land-attack cruise missiles in addition to 
torpedoes and anti-ship missiles, capable of launching and recov-
ering covert operatives while submerged, and carrying surveil-
lance and intelligence-gathering equipment. The submarines 
would likely be fitted with theUnited States AN/BYG-1 combat 
system. 

There were four possible routes for the SEA 1000 project to take, 
in order of increasing design complexity and risk: 

 Buy a Military-Off-The-Shelf (MOTS) design without modifi-
cation 

 Develop a modified MOTS design to better suit Australian 
service conditions 

 Design an evolution of the Collins-class 

 Design an entirely new submarine 

 

Designs initially considered for the various MOTS routes included 
the German-designed Type 214, Japan’s Sōryū class, the French-
designed Scorpène class, the Spanish S-80 class, and an 
evolved Collins class.  The Spanish S-80 class was dropped from 
consideration due to serious design issues that had been noted in 
the public domain. An evolved Collins-class design was also con-
sidered in 2013 but was officially dropped from consideration in 
2015, due to it being assessed that the work required equated to 
composing a brand new design.  In addition, Saab pushed an en-
larged variant of its Swedish A26 submarine, but was excluded 
from further consideration in February 2015 due to Sweden hav-
ing not designed and built a submarine independently for twenty 
years. Pure MOTS submarines were initially ruled out by the pro-
ject in March 2011, but were put back on the table in December 
2011. 

Evolved designs of the Scorpène class have been offered, while 
ThyssenKrupp Marine Systems, in additions to options for an 
evolved Type 214, has proposed the development of a brand new 
design, the Type 216, to specifically match Australian require-
ments. 

Selected: Shortfin Barracuda (France; DCNS) 

On 30 November 2015, DCNS with Thales delivered its proposal 
for the Shortfin Barracuda Block 1A design (a diesel-electric vari-
ant of the Barracuda-class nuclear submarine under construction 
for the French Navy) to the Commonwealth of Australia’s Depart-
ment of Defence. It includes a Government to Government Agree-
ment from the Ministry of the Armed Forces's Direction générale 
de l'armement (DGA) with a binding written agreement for as-
pects of the deliverables." While exact details remain confidential, 
DCNS can confirm the Shortfin Barracuda is over 90 metres in 
length and displaces more than 4,000 tons when dived," said Sean 
Costello, CEO DCNS Australia. 

DCNS was chosen by the Australian Government on 26 April 2016 
to build 12 of the Shortfin Barracuda Block 1A variant at a project-
ed A$50 billion. Much of the works will be undertaken 
in Adelaide, South Australia. 

According to the Royal Australian Navy the Shortfin Barracuda will 
displace 4,500 tons (surfaced), measure 97 metres in length, have 
an 8.8-metre beam, use pump-jet propulsion, have a range of 
18,000 nautical miles, a top speed of greater than 20 knots, an 
endurance of 80 days and a crew of 60. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The ASC shipyard in Osborne, South Australia. The original inten-
tion was to build the new submarines at this government-owned 

shipyard, even if ASC was not the successful tenderer.  
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Construction 

Initially, the Australian government promised that the govern-
ment-owned ASC, the company responsible for building 
the Collins class, would build the new submarines. In a May 
2009 announcement about plans to release a request for ten-
der, the Labor government indicated that if a company other 
than ASC was the successful tenderer, that company would be 
granted access to ASC's shipyard in Osborne, South Australia. 
Despite ongoing support for the submarines to be built in 
South Australia by successive Coalition and Labor govern-
ments, in July 2014, the Abbott-led Coalition government 
abandoned their pre-election commitment to ASC-based con-
struction and opened up the likely possibility of building the 
submarines at a foreign shipyard. In February 2015 the Abbott 
Government in announcing a 'competitive evaluation process 
noted that the government would not approach the subma-
rine decision with an 'open cheque book', but would rather 
allow a competitive process in which various construction 
options would be explored, including construction in Austral-
ia, overseas, or a 'hybrid approach' of foreign and local con-
struction, along with estimated costs and schedules. 

Government predictions in 2014 estimated a total cost of up 
to A$80 billion for 12 Collins derivatives built by ASC, although 
ASC contests this with claims of a cost of A$18–24 billion. 

An unspecified number of Sōryū-class submarines, built in 
Japan by Mitsubishi Heavy Industries and Kawasaki Shipbuild-
ing Corporation was estimated at A$25 billion.European ship-
builder offers in 2014 were valued by the shipbuilders as 
costing around $A20 billion or otherwise being competitive 
with the Japanese valuation. 

Original plans for construction indicated a 25-year period 
from work starting to final completion.  Because of the 
lengthy construction period, building the submarines in evolv-
ing 'batches' was under consideration; ongoing research and 
innovation would see updated equipment and designs incor-

porated into new submarines as built, then added to existing 
submarines during refits.  As of 2020, construction of the sub-
marines was scheduled to begin in 2024. The SEA 1000 sub-
marines are predicted to remain in service until the 2070s. In 
July 2017, Malcolm Turnbull opened the Future Submarine 
Project office in Cherbourg. Design work on the submarines is 
currently ongoing. 

The class was named the Attack class in December 2018, with 
the first of class to be designated HMAS Attack. 

Cost 

When announced, the Collins replacement project was identi-
fied as the most expensive ever undertaken by the Australian 
Defence Force. In December 2010, an update to the 2009 
Defence Capability Plan forecast the cost of the project as 
over A$10 billion. However, the Australian Strategic Policy 
Institute has predicted that the new submarines will cost over 
A$36 billion to design and build, with construction of each 
submarine valued between A$1.4 and A$3.04 billion.When 
announced, the Collins replacement project was identified as 
the most expensive ever undertaken by the Australian De-
fence Force. In December 2010, an update to the 2009 De-
fence Capability Plan forecast the cost of the project as over 
A$10 billion. However, the Australian Strategic Policy Insti-
tute has predicted that the new submarines will cost over 
A$36 billion to design and build, with construction of each 
submarine valued between A$1.4 and A$3.04  billion.  Gov-
ernment predictions in 2014 estimated a total cost of up to 
A$80 billion for 12 Collins derivatives built by ASC, although 
ASC contests this with claims of a cost of A$18–24 billion. 

An unspecified number of Sōryū-class submarines, built in 
Japan by Mitsubishi Heavy Industries and Kawasaki Shipbuild-
ing Corporation was estimated at A$25 billion. European ship-
builder offers in 2014 were valued by the shipbuilders as 
costing around $A20 billion or otherwise being competitive 
with the Japanese valuation. 

Never underestimate the elderly! 
 
The old lady handed her bank card to a bank 
teller and said, "I would like to withdraw 
$500." 
 

The female teller told her, "For withdrawals less than 
$5,000, please use the ATM." 
 
The old lady then asked, "Why?" 
 
The teller irritably told her, "These are rules. Please leave if 
there is no other matter. There is a queue behind you." 
 
She then returned the card to the old lady. 
 
The old lady remained silent... but then she returned the 
card to the teller and said, "Please help me withdraw all the 
money I have." 
 
The teller was astonished when she checked the account 
balance. She nodded her head, leaned down and said to the 

old lady, "My apologies Granny, you have $3.5 million in 
your account and our bank does not have so much cash 
currently. Could you make an appointment and come again 
tomorrow?" 
 
The old lady then asked, "How much am I able to withdraw 
now?" 
 
The teller told her, "Any amount up to $300,000" 
 
The old lady then told the teller that she wanted to with-
draw $300,000 from her account. 
 
The teller did so quickly and handed it to the old lady re-
spectfully. 
 
The old lady kept $500 in her bag and asked the teller to 
deposit the balance of $299,500 back into her account. 
 
Don't be difficult with old people... we can outwit the 
young and dumb.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Osborne,_South_Australia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mitsubishi_Heavy_Industries
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kawasaki_Shipbuilding_Corporation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kawasaki_Shipbuilding_Corporation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australian_Strategic_Policy_Institute
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australian_Strategic_Policy_Institute
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australian_Strategic_Policy_Institute
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australian_Strategic_Policy_Institute
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mitsubishi_Heavy_Industries
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kawasaki_Shipbuilding_Corporation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kawasaki_Shipbuilding_Corporation
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ANTON BROWN FUNERALS PTY LTD 

 
Our caring and friendly staff understand your needs and can guide 

you through your funeral arrangements with t rust and sensitivity, 

and at an affordable cost. 

 

. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

If requested, special Military Funeral Service at no cost. 
 

Preparation is a wise move. 
 

TELEPHONE:   (07)3217 3088-ALL HOURS 

57 Balaclava Street, Woolloongabba Qld 4102 

 

Post to: 

 

Anton Brown Funerals Pty Ltd 

57 Balaclava Street, Woolloongabba Qld 4102 
 

Just fill in this coupon to receive these FREE informative booklets, 

 

Please send me   Things to Consider About Funerals book    

 

Prearranged Funeral Plan brochure 

 

Name…………………………………………………..Phone No………………….. 

 

Address………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

………………………………………………………………………………………... 

 
 

PROUDLY QUEENSLAND OWNED  

Date of Passing                                 Social Centre                                 Surname                                        Given Names 

10/12/2019                                      Unallocated                                    Casey                                               Terence Roy 

11/12/2019                                       Unallocated                                    Cust                                                  Clive Arthur 

16/12/2019 Gold Coast                                      Chapman                                        Stephen William 

19/12/2019                                       Redcliffe                                         Anders                                             Phillip Martell 

04/01/2020                                       Central Qld                                     Richards                                          Ronald John 

10/01/2020                                       Unallocated                                    Winkel                                             Daniel David 

05/02/2020                                       Bundaberg                                      Saxon                                               Robert William 

09/02/2020                                       Unallocated                                    Bain                                                  Robert 

05/02/2020                                       Unallocated                                    Dutton                                             Ronald Graham 

12/02/2020                                       Unallocated                                    Puckering                                        Noel Robert 

03/03/2020                                       Far North Qld                                 Waker                                              Edward James 

25/03/2020                                       Sunshine Coast                              Salter                                                Kevin Joseph 

29/03/2020                                       Ipswich                                            Clark                                                 Arthur 

07/04/2020                                       Redcliffe                                         Fraser                                               Angus Robert 

06/05/2020                                       Unallocated                                    Lark                                                  Bruce Albert 

  DECEASED MEMBERS LEST WE FORGET 
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THOSE WE FORGOT 
RECOUNTING AUSTRALIAN CASUALTIES OF THE FIRST 

WORLD WAR 

 PhD Thesis by David Noonan (2015) 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Search for details of Australia’s dead and wounded in the First 
World War and the figures thrown up are remarkably similar: of 
the 331,000 men who embarked from Australia with the Australi-
an Imperial Force (AIF), 60,000 were killed and there were 
155,000 admissions for wounding. These statistics are presented, 
with minor variations, on the websites of the National Archives of 
Australia, the Australian War Memorial, the Australian War 
Graves Commission, the Australian Parliamentary Library, and in 
the records of the British War Office and Australia’s official history 
of the First World War by C.E.W Bean. 
 
 This means superficially around two out of three soldiers died or 
were wounded in the First World War. These figures have been 
quoted in every publication referring to Australia’s casualties since 
fighting stopped in 1918. Sadly they are wrong. Some men were 
wounded more than once so the number of soldiers wounded is 
fewer than 155,000. And some of those wounded would subse-
quently die in later battles and so be counted twice in this inade-
quate statistic. 
 
 So how many men were killed or wounded? How many men were 
hospitalised? And why has it taken almost 100 years to unearth 
the truth? Surprisingly these questions have not before been thor-
oughly researched. My grandfather, Isaac Miller, fought in that 
war, enlisting in March 1916 and serving for three years, mainly 
on the Western Front. His letters home to his new wife tell a very 
different story to the official figures of the extent of the toll on the 
men highlighted by the impact on the officers of his battalion. 

There were a staggering 140 men who served in the 32 officer 
positions of the 38th Battalion. This represents an officer turnover 
of five times. The officers of this battalion were, on average, differ-
ent every four months of the 22 months it saw service. Apart from 
the officers, more than 2000 men served in the 1000-strong 38th 
Battalion. Isaac was the Quarter Master Sergeant of the 250-
strong B Company within the 38th Battalion. Only Isaac and one 
other soldier that left Australia in 1916 with B Company returned 
with B Company in 1919. His letters say his three brothers, who 
joined him later, were hospitalised for wounding and illness and 
shell shock a total of 14 times. But Australian casualty statistics 
don’t include hospitalisations for injury and illness while other 
countries such as Britain, US, Germany and France do. So are the 
official statistics understated? 
 
Australia claims that 416,809 men enlisted into the AIF to fight in 
the First World War. Unique in the world, the National Archives of 
Australia, to their great credit has digitised and uploaded the rec-
ords, or attestation papers of 376,000 of these men. These files 
contain information of deaths in battle, hospitalisations for 

wounding, injury and illness, deaths from disease, accident and 
suicide, hospitalisations for shell shock, venereal disease; even 
admissions resulting from the bites of camels and dogs, and kicks 
and falls from horses. 

As part of my research over the past four years at The University 
of Melbourne, I developed a method to examine these records 
based on polling techniques popularised by George Gallup in the 
1930s. It involved taking statistically robust random samples of 
more than 12,000 individual soldier attestation papers, counting 
them page by page, entering the collected data into the latest 
spreadsheet software and statistically extrapolating it to produce 
the first accurate count of casualties of the AIF. The results are 
startling. 
 
First, of the 376,000 men who were prepared to serve overseas, 
only 308,000 men of the AIF served in a theatre of war. 
 
Second, Australia does not follow the international practice of our 
allies and Germany in this conflict determining war casualties by 
counting deaths and total hospitalisations due to illness and injury 
in addition to hospitalisations for wounding. Australia only records 
155,000 wounding admissions and omits illness and injury. Once 
the international practice is applied, Australia’s total hospitalisa-
tions were five times greater than officially acknowledged: 
750,000 admissions for approximately the 308,000 men of the AIF 
who served in a theatre of war. Hospitalisations due to wounding 
were higher than that officially acknowledged too, climbing to 
208,000 admissions (+/- 500), 30 per cent of which were admis-
sions due to shell shock. The men of the AIF were decimated. 
 
As a proportion of its fighting force of men who were actually ex-
posed to a theatre of war, Australia’s army suffered more deaths, 
more hospitalisations for wounding and more hospitalisations for 
illness and injury than the armies of Britain, Germany, France, Can-
ada or the United States. Winning this war came at too high a cost 
for this young nation; for Australia, the First World War was in-
deed a pyrrhic victory. 
 
But it does not finish there. 
 
Of those Australian soldiers who survived, more than half of them 
were discharged medically unfit. Of those who were not dis-
charged medically unfit, 60 per cent of them applied for pension 
help in the post war period; so four out of five servicemen survi-
vors were damaged or disabled in some way. Of those who did not 
survive, it is now estimated that 62,300 died (+/- 400), approxi-
mately 550 by their own hand, mainly in 1919 and 1920, and a 
further 8000 men would die a premature death due to war-related 
causes in the post war years. 
 
How did the official casualty statistics become so distorted? Was it 
a conspiracy to cover it up or was it the incompetence of the offi-
cial historian Bean or Australia’s forgotten official medical histori-
an A.G. ''Gertie'' Butler. Or was it simply an unquestioning ac-
ceptance of the official statistics? 
 
It is timely that the official Australian First World War casualty 
record is rewritten, but not simply to correct this large dimension 
of Anzac history. It is required to be rewritten to fulfil our nation’s 
commitment to the men of the AIF:  
 
We shall remember all of them.  
Lest we forget. 
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Ambulance Transport 
Last updated:  
5 August 2019 

DVA can pay for your ambulance journey in an emergency situa-
tion. In some non-emergency situations, we  may also pay for 
you to travel by ambulance. 
Who can receive it 

DVA may pay for ambulance transport if you have either of the 
following: 

a Veteran Gold Card for all health conditions, subject to 
medical need 

a Veteran White Card for your accepted war or service-
related injury or illness 

What DVA pay for 

DVA may pay for emergency ambulance transport to your near-
est clinical facility that meets your clinical needs. 

DVA may also pay for non-emergency ambulance transport if 
you: 

 require transport on a stretcher 

 require treatment during transport 

 are severely disfigured or 

 are incontinent to a degree that precludes the use of oth-
er forms of transport 

If you receive an invoice for eligible ambulance services, please 
contact us before you arrange to pay it. 
 
How you access 

Steps to access ambulance transport 

1.            In a medical emergency dial 000; or 

For non-emergency ambulance transport your health 
provider, hospital physician or discharge planner will 
make the necessary arrangements with the ambulance 

provider direct. 

2.  If possible, notify the ambulance operator of your Vet 
eran White Card or Veteran Gold Card details. 

 
Interstate and overseas travel 

If you are eligible for ambulance transport, we are only able to 
pay for: 

 your trip to the nearest clinical facility that meets your 
clinical needs 

 the most appropriate form of transport to take you to 
your temporary accommodation 

If you are travelling to a different state or overseas, DVA is not 
able to pay for you to be transported back home. 

As DVA may not cover ambulance transport in every instance, 
you may also wish to consider taking out travel insurance before 
travelling or going on holidays. 

 
Things you should know 
 

 You may wish to take out general ambulance cover as we 
may not fund ambulance transport in all instances. 

 If there is a clinical need for an inter-hospital transfer via 
ambulance, the hospital will make the necessary arrange-
ments. 

 If you travel by ambulance, we do not pay for the travel 
expenses of your medically required attendant. 

 We do not cover ambulance services for a permanent 
residential relocation, this includes from one residential 
aged care facility to another if there is no change in as-
sessed care levels. 

 

https://www.dva.gov.au/health-and-treatment/veteran-healthcare-cards/veteran-gold-card
https://www.dva.gov.au/health-and-treatment/veteran-healthcare-cards/veteran-white-card
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