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Please let us know if you want to see something specific in this newsletter.  If you have a short story you’d like included or 
maybe even a joke or advertisement, send it to raafatvlsectr@gmail.com  

  This publication relies on you for its content   

On behalf of all members, we wish the following members a 
very Happy Birthday.  

July 
2nd July John Canning 
3rd July David O’Sullivan 
14th July Hugh Barlow 
19th July Brian Adams 
23rd July Rod Nedwich 
29th July Linda Janetzki 
 
If we have missed anyone, please forgive us and have a 
Happy Birthday. 

Next Branch Meeting 

Sunday 12th July 2020 

1000 Hours 

Video Conference 

(Bluejeans) 
 

Next Branch Event 
To Be Advised 

(Depending on COVID-19 Restrictions) 
 

Branch Patron 
Air Commodore Tony Jones 

 
President 
Trevor Beams 
4 Pullen Court 
KIRWAN  QLD  4817 
Phone: 07-4773 4310 or 0455 940 615 
email: raafatvlbranchpres@gmail.com  
 
Secretary 
Basil Nelson 
PO Box 4031 
KIRWAN  QLD  4817 
Phone: 07-4773 7175 or 0456 992 621 
email: raafatvlsectr@gmail.com  
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MEMBER PROFILE 

Learn some interesting facts about your friends with this 
insightful probe into a member’s life. 

Pat Mildren 

 

Where were you born? 
Mareeba, QLD 

Where did you go to school? 
Julatten State School. Dimbulah State School. St 
Augustine College Cairns. 

What are your interests/hobbies? 
Golf 

Do you have a favourite book/movie/song? 
Histories of Australian Defence/Movies based 
on facts/Slim Dusty songs 

When did you join the military? 
April 1957. 

Where was your favourite posting? 
Townsville. 

What is on top of your bucket list? 
Have a game of Golf at Pebble Beach, USA. 

What do you like about Townsville? 
Lifestyle 

  

   

           

RAAF CARIBOU – 45 Years Service 
Its final flight into Canberra from RAAF Richmond on 27th 
November 2009 by Caribou A4-140 saw the end of 45 years of 
remarkable service to the RAAF.  This service saw Caribous 
serving the RAAF and the Australian people in war, 
peacekeeping and peace enforcement missions, disaster 
relief and humanitarian missions across Australia and the 
globe.  A total of only 29 airframes served with the RAAF, in 
No 35 and No 38 Squadrons, and this aircraft type holds the 
unique distinction of the longest record of constant 
operational service in the RAAF. 

The aircraft’s robust construction and exceptional Short 
TakeOff and Landing (STOL) capability enabled it to operate 
from the most rudimentary of airstrips. The aircraft gave the 
RAAF considerable flexibility in the conduct of air mobility 
operations, enabling the tactical airlift of personnel and cargo 
across a wide variety of environments and conditions. 

In May 1964, just five weeks after the first three aircraft 
(including A4-140) were delivered to Australia, the 
Government announced the decision to deploy the versatile 
Caribou to Vietnam.  During August, the next 2 aircraft were 
delivered directly from Canada to Vung Tau, joining the 
original deployment to form the RAAF Transport Flight 
Vietnam (RTFV).  The deployment of additional aircraft the 
following year brought the number of aircraft on strength to 
seven, and on 1 June 1966 the RTFV was re-designated No 35 
Squadron and colloquially known as Wallaby Airlines. The 
Caribous supported allied military operations throughout 
Australia’s commitment to the war in Vietnam, until their final 
withdrawal on 19 February 1972.  During service in Vietnam, 
the Caribou quickly demonstrated the air power capabilities 
and operational versatility that were to characterise the 
aircraft’s service with the RAAF over the next 45 years. 

In Vietnam, the aircraft’s design enabled operations from 
short, rough semi-prepared airfields that were inaccessible to 
most other aircraft.  Its range and payload capabilities were 
superior to rotary wing assets available at the time.   

 

The aircraft were primarily engaged in short-haul airlift 
operations, as well as paradrops, aeromedical evacuation and 
tactical troop insertions and extractions.  The Caribou’s ability 
to utilise rudimentary airstrips meant the aircraft and crews 
were often operating at the forward edge of the battlespace 
and under enemy ground fire. The cost to the Caribou fleet 
was high, with two aircraft lost to accidents and a third to 
enemy mortar fire. During the deployment to Vietnam, the 
Caribous transported 42 000 tonnes of freight and 679 984 
passengers in 81 500 operational sorties utilising 115 airfields 
across South Vietnam. 

 (continued on page 3) 

THE NQ CABLE GUY 

Odilo Alvarez 
Mobile: 0418 985 934 

Email: nqcableguy@gmail.com 
https://www.facebook.com/nqcableguy 

Digital Antenna Install and Service 
TV Wall mounting 

TV, DVD & Foxtel tuning 
CCTV TV Installation and service 

AND MORE 

15% Discount for 
Association Members 
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A BOOK IN REVIEW 
(reviewed by Doug Millican) 

I have read, a couple of 
times, a book by 
Australian author John 
Birmingham called 
Weapons of Choice 
World War 2.1.  it is 
part of a trilogy but 
book one is infinitely 
better than the 
following two books, 
even though they were 
highly entertaining and 
enjoyable.  

 
The contact between the future and the past 
thoughts, ideas and actions is well executed and 
proved to be a focal point of this story.  When you 
are talking about the morals and attitudes of male 
dominated 1942 and the free flowing pace of 
2020 and beyond you can just see the clash 
building. 

 

His blend of alternative history and future 
fantasy was difficult to resist.  It appears to be 
well researched and detailed but still lots of fun.  
It was fast-paced with a conclusion that makes 
you want to continue with the next book.. 

The synopsis: 

A near future military experiment thrusts a 
multinational armada back to 1942, right into 
the middle of the U.S. naval task force speeding 
towards Midway Atoll – and what was to be the 
most spectacular Allied triumph of World War II. 

The 21st century sailors are a shocking spectre 
for these veterans of Pearl Harbour - men who 
have neve seen a helicopter or a nuclear 
weapon, and who have never encountered an 
African American Colonel or a female Australian 
submarine commander.  But they respect the 
armada’s awesome firepower, and what that 
may mean to the war. 

Initial jubilation is quickly doused by a shocking 
realisation – other ships may have made the trip, 
and may be in the hands of the Japanese.  What 
happens next is anybody’s guess ... and 
everybody’s nightmare. 

The Sunday Age wrote ”a hugely readable adventure 
story that unleashes forces into a world that have the 
potential for change beyond anything ever seen” 
John Birmingham is the author of “He Died with a 
Felafel in his Hand”,  which was made into a movie, 
plus the award-winning history “Leviathan”. 

 

RAAF Caribous – 45 Years Service continued . . . . 

Following withdrawl from Vietnam, Caribous were involved in many 
international deployments.  In 1975, 2 aircraft were deployed to East Timor 
to support Red Cross relief operations during a brief civil war.  During that 
deployment, armed East Timorese soldiers forced the crew of A4-140 at 
gun point to take off with 54 people on board and fly themselves and other 
refugees to Australia.  A4-140 has the dubious distinction of being the only 
RAAF aircraft ever hijacked. In the same year, No 38 Squadron also 
contributed an aircraft to the United Nations Military Observer Group in 
India and Pakistan (UNMOGIP).  This commitment lasted until late 1978, 
but in later years the Caribous continued to be used on similar 
humanitarian tasks, providing support for peacekeeping, nation building 
(such as survey mapping) and disaster relief efforts throughout South 
Pacific region.  The demanding flying environments of these remote 
localities often tested the ruggedness of the Caribou.  In total, a further four 
RAAF Caribous were written off as a result of accidents overseas. 

The Caribou continued to work hard to the very end of its career. In 1999, 
the Caribou was at the forefront of the ADF’s peace enforcement mission 
to East Timor.  No 86 Wing Detachment ‘C’, composed of aircraft and 
personnel drawn from No 35 and No 38 Squadrons, operated two aircraft 
out of Baucau and later Dili.  They remained in country from October 1999 
until February 2001, conducting airlift sorties, aeromedical evacuations, 
information operations and surveillance missions.  Not long after returning 
to Australia from East Timor, the Caribous were once again involved in the 
ADF’s response to an international crisis.  Two Caribous formed part of 
Operation ANODE, the peacekeeping mission to restore civil order to the 
Solomon Islands.  The aircraft returned to Australia a year later, in July 
2004, after completing its last international deployment on active service. 

 

The service of the Caribou to Australia has not just been confined to 
international missions.  For almost half a century the Caribou’s capability 
has been on hand to serve Australia in both military and non-military 
applications.  The aircraft has been one of the RAAF’s leading assets in 
response to natural disasters, search and rescue, aeromedical evacuations, 
and even security patrols over Bass Strait oil rigs.  It has transported state 
police, fire fighters and visiting royalty.  Throughout its entire service life, 
the Caribou has provided extensive support to the entire ADF, particularly 
airborne and tactical transport support to Army and Special Air Service 
training exercises.  

The Caribou’s service to Australia is significant beyond just the airlift roles 
that characterised its main employment.  The effects generated in its 
deployments have underscored domestic security and safety, and 
provided strategic reach into the wider international region, enabling 
Australia to demonstrate its commitment to supporting peace and 
stability throughout South East Asia and the South Pacific.  In the carriage 
of hundreds of thousands of people and tens of thousands of tonnes of 
humanitarian aid, from first flight till last, the Caribou provided Australia 
with a tactical airlift capability second to none. 
Source: Air Power Development Centre - Pathfinder Bulletin Issue 125, 2009 
and the Australia War Memorial archives 

_____________________________________________________ 
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_______________________ 
 

A captain is flying an airplane over a mental hospital when 
suddenly he starts laughing maniacally. 

"What's so funny?" the co-pilot asks. 
"Oh, I'm just imagining their faces when they realise I'm not 
there anymore" 

________________________

 

Did You Hear About 
The Engineer professors on a plane... 

A plane full of engineering professors were planned to go to a 
convention.  As the professors are placed in their seats, the 
captain speaks in the loud speakers. "Hello everyone, and 
welcome to our flight. Before take-off I just want you all to know, 
this airplane has been built by all of your very The chaos is real; 
the professors immediately start shouting and complaining they 
don't want to be on this flight and they want out.  Everybody but 
one - a single professor stays calm and relaxed in his seat, 
minding his own business, he doesn't seem to care about the 
nerve-wrecking message from the cabin. 

When the passengers calmed down again, a professor asked him, 
"how were you so calm and collected? Weren't you freaked 
out?" 

The professor looked up and said firmly, "well I know that if this 
plane is built by our students, it will never even leave the 
ground." 

_________________________ 
 
 

 
 

________________________ 

Padre in the Sandpit 

In 2005 I deployed to the Middle East with around 160 
others. Most of us coped with being separated from 
family and friends and working in a high-tempo 
environment, but as the following story shows, one 
must always be on the lookout for those are a not 
coping well. One of our LAC aircraft maintainers came 
to my office and told me that he had been going to 
work around midnight for a week and had noticed 
that the light in the office of one of our senior officers 
was always on, suggesting that he was working very 
long hours. He was concerned for his welfare and 
thought I should know about it.  

This officer was always outgoing, like cracking jokes, 
looked after the welfare of his troops, and seemed to 
be coping well with his very busy job. I thanked the 
LAC for the tip off and paid a visit to the officer late in 
the evening. What I found shocked me. He was not 
coping at all. He was becoming overwhelmed by the 
amount of work and his superiors were not 
supporting his request for extra resources. To make 
matters worse, there was a troubled relationship with 
his partner back in Australia. His brave outer face was 
simply a front for the turmoil within. 

 
There are several lessons here. We all know that 
superiors are required to have a “duty of care” for 
those who they command, but as the actions of the 
LAC showed, the duty of care should extend the other 
way as well. It also shows us that those who give the 
outward appearance of coping may be hiding stress 
within and need help. The Covid 19 situation is 
stressing many, including members of our association, 
and we need to be on the lookout for those who need 
help even when they appear to coping.  Are you really 
OK? Is always worth saying. To conclude the story. 
Actions by several members in the task force got the 
officer the help he needed, but that started with an 
airman’s concern for an officer. 

 

 

Padre Wayne Melrose, Townsville 
Branch Chaplain 

 
 
 

 
 
 

AVIATION HUMOUR 
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YOU MAY BE INTERESTED . . . .  

 

Specialist military history publisher & distributor 
 

Titles Discounted 

Avonmore Books announce an extension of their sale with 
further titles discounted and existing discounts increased. 

This applies to all of their titles published up until 2018 
including: 

South Pacific Air War Vol 1 
South Pacific Air War Vol 2 
 

Also save a huge 50% on Bob Alford's 
classic Darwin's Air War, a large 262 
page A4 book, now exceptional value at 
just $32.95!   

Plus checkout details of three 
forthcoming titles now listed on the 
products page and due around July-
August. 

 

Check out the website for more titles 

Avonmore Books 
PO Box 217 Kent Town SA 5071 
08 8431 9780 
www.avonmorebooks.com.au 
 
 

 
RAAF 100th Year Anniversary 

 
On 31st Marcg 2021 the Royal Australian Air Force will 
mark 100 years of service to Australia.  Formal 
activities by the RAAF for this celebration are limited 
because of funding so as a Branch of the RAAF 
Association we have decided to help mark this historic 
event by conducting some activities in concert with 
RAAF Townsville. 

Plans to date are for: 

• Church Service on 10April 2021 

• Dinner following the Church service 

• Story telling via radio (4TTT) and possible 
other venues 

The ANZAC Day parade will see the RAAF lead the 
march with the RAAF taking the salute.  We are 

endeavouring to get approval for us to lead the Ex-
Service organisations contingent of the March. 

There are also some ideas being explored for both 
RAAF and our participation in the Battle of the Coral 
Sea parade next year in Cardwell. 

Stay tuned for further anonuncements and detail on 
these events. . . . . . .  

 

LEGACY Townsville Donation 

On 12th June, the Townsville Branch visited the 
Townsville Legacy offices in Hermit Part to present a 
cheque to them for $500 as a donation. 

 
 

Legacy has been heavily impacted by restrictions 
imposed during the COVID-19 pandemic.  Not being 
able to carry out traditional fundraising has left the 
organisation with limited funds to carry out their 
activities and with no capacity to purchase new stock 
for sale during Legacy Week.  As a result, the usual 
stalls operating during Legacy Week for 2020 will be 
severely limited.  

As a Branch which has consistently supported the 
undertakings of Legacy by manning a stall during 
Legacy Week, the membership felt it was appropriate 
to assist this charity through this donation. 

 

The cheque was presented to Doug Millican, President 
of Townsville Legacy, by Basil Nelson on behalf of the 
Branch.  It was received with much appreciation by 
those in attendance. 
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