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  Welcome to 2021, the new year that we hope will be an improvement on last year - ED   

 

On behalf of all members, we wish the following members a 
very Happy Birthday.  

February 
2nd February Tony Murray 
9th February Michael Surman 
15th February Mel Dundas-Taylor 
16th February Wayne McCarthy 
17th February Sreve Cox 
27th February Earle Murray 
 

If we have missed anyone, please accept our apology and have a 
Happy Birthday 

Next Branch Meeting 

Sunday 14th February 2021 

1000 Hours 

Boulton Clarke Community 

Centre, Rowes Bay 
 

Next Branch Event 

Visit to 

Combat Survival Training School, 

RAAF Base 

19th March, 0830 
 

Branch Patron 
Air Commodore Tony Jones 

 
President 
Trevor Beams 
4 Pullen Court 
KIRWAN  QLD  4817 
Phone: 07-4773 4310 or 0455 940 615 
email: raafatvlbranchpres@gmail.com  
 
Secretary 
Basil Nelson 
PO Box 4031 
KIRWAN  QLD  4817 
Phone: 07-4773 7175 or 0456 992 621 
email: raafatvlsectr@gmail.com  
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MEMBER PROFILE 

Learn some interesting facts about your friends with 
this insightful probe into a member’s life. 

EDMUND (TED) MILDREN 

 

Where were you born? 
Mareeba, Queensland 

Where did you go to school? 
Dimbulah State School, Our Lady's Mount 
Christian Brothers College Townsville, St 
Augustine's College Cairns 

What are your interests/hobbies? 
Reading, computers, helping others through the 
Air Force Association 

Do you have a favourite book/movie/song? 
Favourite Book:  Most recent is One Woman's 
War and Peace by Sharon Bown, National 
Deputy President, Air Force Association. Also 
enjoy reading about the history of the RAAF.  
Favourite Song:  So many it's hard to choose just 
one but Country Rock is right up there. 

When did you join the military? 
1966 - CMF in Cairns,  RAAF - 22 February 1967 
to 3 March 1986, RAAF Active Reserve - 29 June 
1987 to 19 September 2013. 

Where was your favourite posting? 
Butterworth (twice) and Amberley 

What is on top of your bucket list? 
Visit Penang/Butterworth and revisit Hawaii 
(Pearl Harbour). 
What do you like about Townsville? 
Family and friends, Tropical North Queensland, 
the relaxed lifestyle  

  

              

Australia in the Korean War 

The surrender of Japan to the Allied Forces in September 
1945 led to the the Korean peninsula being divided into 
North (occupied by the Soviet Union) and South 
(occupied by the United States) at the 38th Parallel. 

Following failed attempts at reintegration, the North 
invaded the South, which caused the UN to call a 
resolution to protect the south from further aggression. 
The Liberal government of Australia, led by Prime 
Minister Robert Menzies, immediately responded to the 
resolution by offering military assistance.  By the end of 
the Korean War 17,000 Australians served between 
1950 and 1953, with casualties numbering 339 dead, and 
1200 wounded. 

Australia promptly contributed No. 77 Squadron RAAF and 
the 3rd Battalion, Royal Australian Regiment (3 RAR), 
both of which were stationed in Japan under the British 
Commonwealth Occupation Force (BCOF).  Just a week 
into the Korean War, airmen of 77 Squadron, who had 
been stationed in Japan with the British Commonwealth 
Occupying Force (BCOF), were flying ground-attack 
missions and bomber escorts from Iwakuni, Japan. 

Soon the squadron moved from Japan to a succession of 
bases in Korea as the UN forces advanced and then 
retreated - Taegu, Pohang, Hamhung (North Korea), 
Pusan and Kimpo.  The squadron was praised for its skill 
and courage during thousands of flights made during the 
war. 

After the success of the Inchon landing, the Air Force 
provided crucial support in relieving some of the 
pressure on ground troops.  Pilots from 77 Squadron 
ranged far and wide over the Korean peninsula, 
providing cover for the advancing US Eight Army as well 
as making their own attacks on North Korean forces.  
Many bombing attacks severely disrupted the progress 
of enemy ground forces.  The main targets for air attack 
included North Korean railway lines, roads, military 
installations and vehicles.  Initially pilots were equipped 
with propeller-driven P-51 Mustang fighters used during 
the Second World War; their weapons were bombs, 
rockets, machine-guns and napalm. 

 

(continued on page 5) 

P-51 Mustangs of 
77SQN RAAF in 
Iwakuni, Japan 1950 
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A BOOK IN REVIEW 

Authors 
Mathew Radcliffe 
ISBN 
9781742235141 
Published 
01/02/2017 
Binding 
Paperback 
Pages 352 

Price $39.99 

The Royal Australian Air Force base at 
Butterworth was Australia’s largest and 
most enduring overseas military garrison in 
post-war Southeast Asia. 
 
Home to the majority of Australian airpower 
for over three decades, Butterworth was 
also home to a vibrant Australian 
community. From 1955 until 1988, spanning 
the end of the British Empire and the start 
of the Cold War through to real engagement 
with Asia, more than 50,000 Australian 
servicemen and their families rotated 
through the Penang region of Malaysia for 
two-year tours of duty. These men, women 
and children lived full lives during their 
deployment, a bastion of Australianness in 
the midst of Malays, Chinese and Indians. 
 
Kampong Australia explores the complex 
political genesis of the RAAF presence at 
Butterworth and shows what everyday life 
on and around the base was like. It charts 
the official policies and practices that 
framed the Australian encounter with the 
people and places of Penang, drawing on 
the recollections of those who were there. 
 
This evocative and – at times personal – 
book shines a light on the complex, uneven 
and dynamic history of the Australian 
military presence in northern Malaysia and 
shows what it was like to be there.  

Have you read a good book lately that you think 
other members may enjoy?  Then write a brief 
review and send it in for inclusion in our 
newsletter 

 

CHRISTMAS LUNCH 

Once again the Branch held its 2020 Christmas Luncheon at the 
Mercure Hotel on Sunday, 13th December.  Despite COVID 
restrictions, we were able to cater for 38 members and guests in the 
hotel restaurant. 

The Branch was again able to subsidise the cost of the meal to the 
tune of $10 a person.  Of course this was immediately put back into 
raffle tickets for our annual Christmas raffle in an attempt to win  
prizes that were donated by each attending member.  Prizes were 
valued up to $10 each.  We were able to raise $240 – some well 
needed funds after not being able to fundraise for several months. 

Unfortunately no photos this year but it appeared that everyone 
enjoyed themselves. 

 

MOST OUTSTANDING SNCO AWARD 

The 24th November saw the presentation of the Most Outstanding 
SNCO award at RAAF Base Townsville.  This annual award is 
sponsored by the Townsville and Cairns Branches of the Association. 

This year there was a slightly different approach to the 
announcement.  All finalists were present with their COs/FLT CDRs 
presenting an outline of the individual’s achievements to those 
present.  A welcome change that gave some relevance to the award. 

The 2020 award was presented to FSGT Billy-Jean Hewson from 
CSTS. 

        
 

 
FSGT Billy-Jean Hewson 
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______________________________ 

 

It seems that a young man volunteered for military service 
during World War II.  He had such a high aptitude for aviation 
that he was sent right to Pensacola Naval Air Station, skipping 
recruit training.  The very first day at Pensacola he solos and is 
the best flier on the base.  All they could do was give him his 
gold wings and assign him immediately to an aircraft carrier in 
the Pacific. 

On his first day aboard, he took off and single-handedly shot 
down 6 Japanese Zeroes.  Then climbing up to 20,000 ft., he 
found 9 more Japanese planes and shot them all down as well.  
Noting that his fuel was getting low, he descended, circled the 
carrier and came in for a perfect landing on the deck. 

He threw back the canopy, climbed out and jogged over to the 
captain. Saluting smartly he said, "Well sir, how did I do on my 
very first day?" 

The captain turned around, bowed politely, withdrew his samari 
sword and replied, "You make one velly, velly selious mistake!"  

 

Australia in the Korean War – continued from page 3 

Although the combined UN forces' airpower was 
superior to North Korea's, the entry of the Chinese into 
the war made the situation in the air more 
complicated.  They too had airpower, and to the 
dismay of the UN forces, superior aircraft - MiG-15 jet 
fighters.  In response, 77 Squadron had to switch from 
flying Mustangs to Meteor jets. 

The death of 77 Squadron's commanding officer, Wing 
Commander Lou Spence, just over two months into the 
war on 9 September 1950, sent a shock through the 
squadron. His aircraft crashed during a ground attack 
over Angang-ni.  Spence was replaced by Wing 
Commander Dick Cresswell. 

On 1 December 1951, fourteen Meteor jets of 77 
Squadron were attacked by some fifty MiG-15s high 
over North Korea.  At least one MiG was shot down, the 
first victory by a Meteor, but three Australian pilots 
were downed.  One of the three was Sergeant Vance 
Drummond, who landed in enemy territory south-east 
of Pyongyang and was taken prisoner (POW). 

In 1952, UN strategy shifted to "air pressure" - an 
attempt to force the Chinese into battle and defeat 
them.  The improvement of the Chinese and North 
Korean anti-aircraft weapons increased the danger of 
this campaign.  In the final stages of the war, the 
strategy of air pressure concentrated on the 
destruction of ground targets - an area where UN 
airpower continued to be successful. 

At times the weather was just as hazardous to pilots as 
flying under attack.  Taking off was difficult in winter: 
thick ice and snow had to be removed each morning 

from the aircraft.  In the event of ditching in the sea, 
pilots' immersion suits gave them only a few minutes 
to be rescued before the freezing water temperature 
would kill them.  The heat of summer created problems 
as well: sometimes bitumen would melt onto the 
underside of aircraft during take-off and landing.  The 
humid summer haze extended into the atmosphere up 
to 1,000 metres, cutting visibility to less than three 
kilometres. 

The pilots of 77 Squadron flew almost 19,000 individual 
sorties while in Korea.  Their performance also reaped 
diplomatic rewards: their excellent reputation played a 
large role in the signing of the ANZUS pact. Yet despite 
their successes, during three years of operations 77 
Squadron paid a high price.  Forty pilots were killed - 30 
killed in action, eight in accidents, and two in accidents 
on the ground.  Six were captured and became POWs.  
Of the squadron's 90 Meteors, 54 were lost during the 
war. 

 

(Sourced from Australian War Memorial archives and Wikipedia) 

 

 

 

AVIATION HUMOUR 
 

Pilots of 77 Squadron, RAAF: from the left: Eric Douglas, Bill Mitchelson, 
Tom Murphy, Bill Horsman, Ken McLeod, Les Reading, and Lou Spence 

(Commanding Officer) gather around the tailplane of Spence's Mustang 
aircraft, Taegu, Korea 1950 
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Padre’s Piece 

I am starting a new series based upon the Bible’s Book of Proverbs.  It was written by King Solomon around 970 BC, 
but it contains “life coaching” advice which is just as relevant in today’s world.  For instance, Proverbs 1:5 “Let the wise 
hear and increase in learning, and the one who understands obtain guidance”.  Solomon points out that gaining 
wisdom, insight and learning should be a lifelong endeavor, and that we should listen to others in order to learn, even 
if those we are listening to are lower in rank or younger than us.  On the other hand, those who are less experienced 
in life should acknowledge that and seek guidance from the more experienced.  Do not let ego get in the way of your 
self-improvement.  

On my 2005 deployment to the Middle East, we had a lot of young inexperienced officers, but a good number of very 
experienced SNCOs and WOFFs.  On the day before we left Australia, the Task Group Commander got both of those 
groups together and said to the officers: “If you want to stay healthy and alive over there, and not make too many 
stuff ups, seek advice from the SNCOs and WOFFs and listen to what they say.”  That worked very well most of the 
time except for one notable incident.  A truck was returning to base with several personnel on board when it 
encountered a steep-sided sandy gully.  A SGT said to the young officer in command of the group “I suggest you don’t 
drive through there sir.”  His advice was ignored, and the truck became firmly stuck on the side of the gully and was 
on the verge of rolling over.  Injury or death could have been the outcome of not heeding the voice of experience.  
King Solomon was right! 

 

 

Padre Wayne Melrose, 
Townsville Branch Chaplain 

 
 
 

 

UPCOMING BRANCH EVENTS 

Combat Survival Training School (CSTS) – Friday, 19th March 2021, 0830 

 

RAAF Centenary Celebrations 

Most will be aware that the Townsville Branch is celebrating the RAAF Centenary 
by organising a Dinner at Rydges Southbank, South Townsville, on 9th April and a 
non-demoniational Church service at the Sacred Heart Cathedral on 10th April.  
Several dignitaries will be attending these functions including WOFF-AF Fiona 
Grasby and our National President, Carl Schiller.  Seating is limited for both events 
so if you wish to attend please contact raaftvlsectr@gmail.com asap to reserve 
your place. 

 

 
Do you have a story to tell, a joke to make us smile, a poem, an event you want to tell us about 
or anything else you think our readership would be interested in?  Then send it to 
raafatvlsectr@gmail.com with the subject line “NEWSLETTER ARTICLE” 

 
 

 

We have been invited to witness an evasion exercise at CSTS.  The CO,  
SQNLDR Simon Longley, would also like to give us a tour of the facility.  An email 
will be sent out soon to gather names of those wishing to take up this opportunity 
to visit CSTS. 
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